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FoRTUNATE DISCOVERY. 


MN the preceding Volume, as the 
Reader may remember, I left 
X. Sir Thomas kneeling at my Feet. 
Lam etremely ſorry, ſaid he, for every 
thing that has happened ; out depend 
upon this, that, unleſs you now give at- 
tention to what [ am. ſaying, you are ab- 
ſolutely ruined. Vou have inſpired me 
with the moſt violent Paſſion I ever felt 
in my Life. I endeavoured to make it 
Vol. II. B agreeable 


2 The Fox ruxvArE Discovery. 
agreeable to you by Offers, which would 
have had ſome Weight with any one elſe but 
yourſelf. As long as I thought that your 
Heart was wholly diſengaged, your In- 
| difference made little Impreſſion on me; 
but I muſt own, that I was piqued to 
the laſt degree; when I heard that 
you encouraged the Addreſſes of my 
younger Brother; and that it was in 
purſuance of his Advice, you reuſed 
the Propoſals which I had before flattered 
myſelf with the Hopes of your accepting. 
This, my dear Polly, (for notwithſtand- 
ing your Averſion you are ſtill dear to 
me) is the Cauſe of all that Treatment 
which you think you have a right to com- 
plain of ; but ſurely the Violence of my 
Love, and the Torments I have endured, 
ought to be ſufficient Excuſes ſor the 
Meaſures I. have taken; nor can you be 
| ignorant 
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ignorant that they were the Effects of 
thoſe all-powerful Motives. I did con- 
ſent indeed to your retiring mto the Coun- 
try, but it was only in Appearance tha 
I conſented ; and the only Reaſon why I 
undertook that my Equipage ſhould con- 
vey you thither, was, that I might have 
this Opportunity of ſpeaking to you; and 
I was willing that Dancombe ſhould ac- 
company you, in order to prevent your 
having any Suſpicion of my Deſign. I 
could eaſily have ſent her back again, 
under pretence that I would ſet you down 
myſelf at the Place where you was going 
to; and indeed I was in ſome hopes of 
deceiving you myſelf, by driving yon 
back to Lendon to a Lodging that I had 
got ready for you; and to which Place ! 
have taken care that all your Cloaths and 


Goods ſhould be ſent; ſo that they are 


B 2 not 
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not gone forward to Becconsfield as you 
imagined. I was juſt ſetting out from 


Uxbridge to wait for you here, when 
word was brought me that you had 
changed your Carriage, and had hired a 
Chaiſe. I need not tell you the Effect 
that this Information produced. You in 
2 manner forced me to uſe Violence, 
which I never ſo much as thought of, 
much leſs deliberately deſigned to put in 
practice: and now, my dear Polly, the 
only thing to be conſidered is, how this 
unlucky Affair may be made up. Not- 
withſtanding all that I could ſay to the 
Officer that commanded the Party of Sol- 
diers that you met with, he cannot help 
thinking that you are either run away, or 
have been taken by force from your 
Friends. He ſays, he will take care of 
you; and perhaps he will put you in 


ſome 
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u ſome Place of Confinement till he is fully 
* informed of the Particulars of your 
" Story. Put me in ſome Place of Con- 
1 finement, Sir! ſaid I, why, what have I 
b done to deſerve it? Pray let me go on, 
ſaid Sir Thomas, without Interruption. I 
tell you, it is in your own Power to avoid 
any ſuch Diſgrace; and for that Purpoſe 
you need only tell the Captain, that the 
Reaſons of your crying out proceeded 
from your not knowing me at firſt, and 
taking me for a Highwayman ; but that 
at preſent you are very willing to entruſt 
yourſelf to my Diſcretion. It is from our 
agreeing together alone, that you can be 
ſafe from further Harm. ' Conſider this, 
and reſolve how you will behave in this 
Matter. Unleſs you give theſe People 


immediate Proofs of our being upon 
good Terms, it will be in all Probability 
| B 4 out 
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out of my Power to hinder you from go- 
ing to Gaol, 

He waited with great Impatience for 
a Reply, which the Concern and the 
Confuſion that I was in, prevented me 
from giving ſo ſoon as he could have 
wiſhed. He was juſt going to preſs me 
further upon the Subject, when the Cap- 
tain of the Guards came in upon us, 
without giving us any previous Notice, 
He deſired Sir Thomas very civilly to 
withdraw, and told him at the ſame time, 
that it was proper he ſhould diſcourſe 
with me in his Turn. Sir Thomas was a 
good deal ſurpriſed at this Requeſt, and 
told me, in a very threatening manner, 
as he was going out, to take care what I 
aid. The Captain then ſhut the Door, 
and ordered one of his Soldiers to ſtand 
without, and take care that no one liſtened. 


i 
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I was a good deal frightened at firſt at 
the Thoughts of undergoing an Examina- 
tion from a Man of ſo terrible an Aſpect. 
My Tears, which flowed plentifully down 
my Cheeks, ſeemed to affect him, not- 
withſtanding the Sternneſs which he had 
put on at his coming in. Do not be 
under any concern, Madam, at what has 
happened, ſaid he. If the Account that 
one of my Soldiers has been giving me is 
true, you have not the leaſt reaſon to be 
under any Apprehenſions, ſince I will 
take care to ſecure you from the Inſults 
with which you are threatened ; but I 
ſhould be glad if you would tell me 
whether the Perſon that ſtopped your 
Chaiſe is really Sir Thomas Drake; and if 
it is true that he is in love with you. 
Alas, Sir, ſaid I, (being comforted a lit- 
tle by the mild manner in which he ſpoke 

B 4 to 
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to me, and feeling an Indignation againſt Sir 
Thomas that cannot be expreſſed) it is but 
too true that Sir Thomas Drake is the Per- 
ſon that ſtopped the Chaiſe, in which J 
was going to a Lady's Houſe at Beccons- 
field; but as for what he has told you of 
being my Lover, for Heaven's Sake, 
Sir, I beſeech you not to believe what he 
ſays. It is true indeed that ever ſince the 
Death of Colonel Grim/tone he has been 
continually tormenting me; and it was in 
order to avoid being teized by him any 
longer, that I had taken a Reſolution to 
retire into the Country, whither I was 
now going, and of the Truth of which I 
have now got Credentials about me. I 
then ſhewed him Mr. Perry's Letter to 
Mr. Hampden, which J told him he was 
welcome to open and read. I alſo gave 
him an Account of what had happened 

at 
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at Uxbridge; of the Fright I had been in on 
ſeeing Sir Thomas there, and of the Mea- 
fures I had taken in order to conceal my 
Departure from him, by making uſe of a 
Chaiſe that was going to Wickham. 

The Captain, after having heard every 
thing that I had to ſay, replied, I per- 
ceive plainly, Madam, that you have - 
told me the Truth; and that Sir Thomas 
is very blameable, and has impoſed on 
me in this Affair. The Account I re- 
ceived from the Poſtilion, whom I met 


on the Road, of your having been at- 


tacked, agrees perfectly with what you 
have been ſaying. He gave me a Bun- 
dle, which he ſaid belonged to you, and 
which had been left in the Poſt-Chaiſe. 
One of my Men has it in his Cuſtody; 
and I will take care it ſhall be reſtored to 
you, I have ſent an Expreſs to Uxbridge, 

B 5 to 
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to bring hither the Woman and the 
Coach that were leſt there; and with re- 

ſpect to Sir Thomas, you ſhall be amply. 

revenged on him; he ſhall not get off 

eaſily, I promiſe him. This Threat made 

me tremble. I threw myſelf on my 
| Knees, and intreated the Captain that he 
| would not hurt Sir Thomas. I told him, 
| that I ſhould never be able to forgive my- 
| felf if any Harm happened to him; that I 
| ſhould be extremely well ſatisfied if he 
would permit me to be eſcorted to Bec- 
consfield by ſome of his Men, and offered 
to go on foot if he would give me Leave. 
2 He told me that it was now too late in 
i the Evening to think of doing any ſuch 
thing; and that therefore | muſt be con- 
tent to lay at the Inn that Night ; that he 
would jend up the Landlady's Daughter 


to keep me Company, and to get me 


9 
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what I wanted. He deſired, that [ 


would not give myſelf the leaſt Uneaſi- 
neſs; for that Sir Thomas ſhould be kept 
under a ſtrong Guard till the Morrow; 
that, with reſpect to the Puniſhment he 
ſo fully deſerved, he was willing, upon 
my Entreaty, to remit 1t; but that now- 
ever it was highly proper, that he ſhould 
continue for ſome time under the Dread 
of it, and ſhould know, that 1t was thro? 
my means at laſt that he was extricated 
from an Affair, which might otherwiſe 
have been attended with very dangerous 


Conſequences. He defired, that he 


might keep the Letter I had put into his 
Hands, aſſuring me, that he would not 
open it, and that he would give it me 


again before 1 went away. He then 
called up the Girl he had before ſpoken 
of, and ordered her not to leave me, but 

B 6 io 
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to provide me with every Thing I might 
want. 

J paſs over the minute Deſcription of 
that Evening's Tranſactions, which, not- 
withſtanding my Companion's Aſſiduity, 
appeared to me to be exceſſively tedious. 
1 was in too violent an Agitation to be 
able to take much Reſt; fo that I would 
not go into Bed, I ſpent above four 
Hours in relating to the Girl the ſeveral 
Particulars of my Story, and endeavour- 
ing to convince her of my Innocence, 
which Sir Thomas had moſt unjuſtly and 
cruelly aſperſed. She informed me in 
her Turn, that Sir Thomas had a Guard 
ſet over him, and that his Servants were 
_ confined, | 5 
About the Middle of the Night we 

heard a Coach ſtop at the Door. I did 
not doubt in the leaſt but that it was Sir 
2 | Thomas's, 
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Thomas's, and that Mrs. Duncombe was in it. 
Soon after the Soldier that had accompanied 
her, and who was the Man whom I had 
firſt made acquainted with my Story, 
conducted her to the Room in which I 
was. Marks of the utmoſt Aſtoniſh- 
ment appeared very viſibly in her Coun- 
tenance; her Grief and Tears were ſuffi- 
cient Proofs to me of the Integrity of her 
Behaviour. As the Soldier had had ſtrict 
Orders not to mention a Syllable to her 
of what had happened, ſhe was entirely 
ignorant of what had befallen me ; though 
her own Imagination ſuggeſted to her 
every thing that was horrible and diſ- 
aſtrous. ' She found herſelf diſturbed juſt 
as ſhe had got into Bed; was obliged to 
get into the Coach at that time of Night, 
without knowing whither ſhe was going; 
and laſt of all, ſhe now found me in a 

Houſe 
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Houſe to which ſhe was wholly a Stranger. 
| She intreated me, in the moſt ſuppliant 
| and tender Manner, to clear up this 

Matter; not ſo much for the ſake of ſa- 
tisfying her Curioſity, as to relieve her 
from the Anxiety and Uneaſineſs which 
ſhe laboured under. I was ſo affected by 
the Air of Truth, Innocence and Ten- 

derneſs, that accompanied her Words, 
that my Tears prevented me from mak- 


ing any Reply. I then let her into the 
whole of what had happened, in Preſence 


of the ſtrict Charge he had received to 
the contrary, and confirmed great Part 
of the Truth of what I had been ſaying , 


to which ſhe made no other Reply than 
by 


'f of the Soldier who had been an Eye-wit- 
| neſs of Part of it, and who excuſed him- 
1 ſelt for not having ſaid any thing to her 
| | before concerning this Affair, on account 

| 
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by Sighs. The Captain came and ſurpriſed 
us at this Interview, and examined Mrs. 
Duncombe before me, who confirmed the 
Account that I had given him before ; 
and aſſured him, that Sir Thomas had ne- 
yer entruſted her with the Knowledge of 
his Deſigns. He aſked, whether ſhe 
would witneſs this, if ſhe were brought 
face to face with Sir 2 homas ? She aſſured 
him, that ſhe would. He then adviſed her 
toſtay in the Room with me, andendeavour 
to prevail on me to take ſome reſt till Day- 
light, He then returned to the Apart- 
ment in which Sir Thomas was confined. 
She then preſſed me to lay down on the 
Bed, to which I having conſented, ſhe 
fat by me; and thus we ſpent the Re- 
mainder of that tedious Night. Mrs. 
[\:zncombe was giving me continual Proofs 
ot her Tenderncſs and Concern for me; 

which 
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| by 
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by Sighs. T he Captain came and ſurpriſed 
us at this Interview, and examined Mrs. 
Duncombe before me, who confirmed the 
Account that I had given him before ; 
and aſſured him, that Sir Thomas had ne- 
ver entruſted her with the Knowledge of 
his Deſigns. He aſked, whether ſhe 
would witneſs this, if ſhe were brought 
face to face with Sir 7 homas ? She aſſured 
him, that ſhe would. He then adviſed her 
toſtay in the Room with me, andendeavour 
to prevail on me to take ſome reſt till Day- 
light, He then returned to the Apart- 
ment in which Sir Thomas was confined. 
She then preſſed me to lay down on the 
Bed, to which I having conſented, ſhe 
fat by me; and thus we ſpent the Re- 
mainder of that tedious Night. Mrs. 
[\:ucombe was giving me continual Proofs 
o her Tenderneſs and Concern for me; 
which 
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which had this good Effect at leaſt, that 
1t reſtored me in ſome meaſure to my for- 


mer Tranquility. 

As ſoon as the Captain was informed 
that I was up and ready to ſee him, he 
brought Sir Thomas to me, who appcared 
ſo much embarraſſed and out of Counte- 
nance, that I really could not help pity- 
ing him. 1 would have thrown myſelf 
on my Knees to have begged Pardon for 
having been the innocent Cauſe of all 
that had happened, but the Captain pre- 
vented me, and ſaid, that it was by no 
means my Buſineſs to make Excuſes to 
one who had uſed me ſo unjuſtly. He 
deſired me to be ſilent, and then made 


Mrs. Duncombe repeat the Declaration 
that ſhe had before made ; which redou- 
bled Sir Thomas's Confuſion. Well, Ma- 
dam, faid he, the Tears ſtreaming down 


from 


it 
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from his Eyes, you were determined to 
ruin me, and you have at length ſucceed- 
ed in your Deſign. I was fo affected my- 
{elf with the Situation I ſaw him in, that 
I was unable to reply. The Captain 
upon this interpoſed, and ſaid, The 
Lady, Sir, has great reaſon to complain 
of your Behaviour, which has been alto- 
gether unworthy a Man of your Rank 
and Fortune. Had it not been for her 
Interpoſition in your Behalf, you ſhould 
have been expoſed in the manner you de- 
ſerve. She deſired as a great Favour 
that I would paſs it over in ſilence; I 
have not been able to refuſe her this Re- 
queſt. Render yourſelf worthy of this In- 
dulgence, by behaving for the future in a 
manner ſuitable to your Situation ; and 
then addreſſing himſelf to me, he gave 


me the Letter I had put into his Hands, 
| and 
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and ſaid, that we might ſet out for Bec- 
congfield whenever we pleaſed; and that 
he would eſcort us thither himſelf. As 
for you, Sir Themas, continued he, you 
muſt ſtay here till I come back. Sir 
Thomas then deſired Leave to ſpeak to me 
for a little while before Mrs. Duncombe ; 
upon which, the Captain went out of the 
Room, and left us alone. 

Scarce did Sir Thomas ſind that the 
Captain was gone, than affecting an Air 
of the utmoſt Tranquility, and trying to 
put on a gay and caly Look, The Jeſt, 
faid he, has been carried a good deal far- 
ther than I intended it ſhould. My In- 
tentions were not ſuch as you imagined 
they were; and you would have thanked 
me ſome Time or other for this ſilly Step 
that you was going to take; but your 
extreme Youth did not permit you to ſce 

in 
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in a true Light the Advantages I would 
have procured for you ; and this I am 
aſſured of, that, in the melancholy Re- 
tirement whither you are now going, you 
will ſadly repent of not having taken my 
Advice. As to myſelf, I am not greatly 
concerned at what has happened, ſince it 
has been a means of diſcovering the 
Goodneſs of your Heart, I hope you 
will act ſuitably to it for the future, and 
that you will conceal all paſt Tranſacti- 
ons from thoſe whom there is not the 
leaſt Occaſion that they ſhould be made 
acquainted with them. You know very 
well the Perſons I am ſpeaking of, my 
Wife and Brother---they ſtand in no need 
of any ſuch Information; and depend 
upon it, you will forfeit my Eſteem if 
ever you give it them. I affured him 
in return, that I ſhould never diſcloſe 

| what 
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what had happened to any one. It is 
enough, continued he, my dear Polly, 1 
am ſatisfied. To-morrow your Goods 
and Cloaths ſhall be ſent you; and, if 
you recollect that you want any Thing 
elſe either for your Convenience or A- 
muſement in the Place to which you are 
going, my Purſe and every thing that! 
I thanked him 
He then approached me 


have is at your Service. 
for his Offer. 
with an Air of great Timidity and Con- 
fuſion, We muſt part, my dear Polly, 
perhaps for ever. 
any more by reaſon of his Tears, nor in- 
deed could I make him any Reply. We 
parted at length ; and the Captain pro- 
poſed Mrs. Duncombe ſetting out with me 


He was unable to ſay 


immediately. He thought it proper to 
go with us himſelf as far as the Town, 


and then left us, for fear his eſcorting us 
miglit 
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might give any Suſpicion of what had 
happened. I would fain have given the 
two Soldiers he had brought along with 
him a Guinea; but the Captain told me, 
that if any Acknowledgment was to be 
made, Sir Thomas was the proper Perſon 


to make it; that as to himſelf, he had 
been ' ſufficiently recompenſed by the 
Pleaſure he felt in ſerving me : and thus 
ended this diſaſtrous Adventure, which 
had it not been for the Interpoſition of 
the Captain, might have been productive 
of very fatal Conſequences to myſelf. 
Our Arrival at Mrs. Hampden's ſpread 
great Joy over the whole Family. I was 
told, that I had been expected the Even- 
ing before; and that they were greatly 
afraid that ſome Accident had befallen 
me in'the Way. Mrs. Hampden ſaid the 


lame; and I perceived, by the obliging 


Manner 
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Manner in which I was received by her, 
that ſhe paid a great Deference to Mr, 


Perry's Recommendation. I gave her the 
Letter that he had given me for her; 


but ſhe would not read it before me, al- 
ledging, that I needed no other Recom- 


mendation to her Favour, than mylclf, 
Soon after Mrs. Duncombe and I took a 
tender Leave of each other. 

As my Goods were not yet come 
down, Mrs Hampden was ſo obliging as 
to put up a Bed for me in her own Apart- 
ment, and kindly introduced me to a 
young Lady that had been with her ſome 
Time. This is a Circumſtance that I 
ought by no means to omit, ſince the 
Friendſhip of that Lady contributed a 
good deal to the future Happineſs of my 
Life. I hope the Reader will indulge 
me in drawing a kind of Portrait of her, 


juſt 


t 
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juſt as I found her at the Time when 


I firſt experienced her Tenderneſs and 
Affection for me. 


She was called Miſs Fanny ; and tho' 


then thirty-two Years of Age, a Circum- 
ſtance that 1 was afterwards made ac- 


quainted with, yet ſhe ſeemed to be 


much younger. She had a fine Shape, 


the moſt delicate Complexion that I ever 
beheld ; her Features of the utmoſt Re- 
gularity; and Eyes which ſeemed formed 
for nothing but Expreſſion. Her Appear- 
ance and Addreſs made me inſtantly look 
her as my Friend; and the Sequel will 
prove that I had no reaſon to repent of 
the Choice I had made. The Goodneſs 
of her Heart, the Incocence of her Life, 
and the Diſcretion and Sagacity, with 
which ſhe gave me Advice, are Qualities 
that are deeply imprinted on my Mind, 


and 


1 
| 
| 
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and as they deſerve my Gratitude, ſo they 
ſhall not fail of my Veneration and Re- 
ſpect. In ſhort, the Perſon I have juſt 
been deſcribing, went beyond the Com- 
miſſion that had been given her of being 
barely courteous to me; and it was not 
long before I was informed by Mrs 
Hampden, that ſhe was a Lady of ſome 
Family and Fortune; and that it was 
through an Exceſs of Humility ſhe had 
choſen that Place of Retirement. What 
confirmed me the more in my good Opi- 
nion of Miſs Fanny, was her Earneſt- 
neſs to be of uſe to me in an Acci- 
dent which befel me ſoon after my com- 
ing to Becconsfield. Either the Fear that 
] had been continually oppreſſed with 
during the laſt Adventure, or the Great- 
neſs of my Fatigue, threw me into a lit- 


tle Diſorder which I was unwilling to 
complain 
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complain of ; and the Arrival of my 
Goods that Day, put me into a ſtill 
greater Hurry of Spirits; inſomuch chat 
in the Night I was very feveriſh, and my 
Diſorder increaſing in a few Days, I was 
thought to be in a great deal of Danger. 

During this Illneſs, which laſted for 
ſome time, Miſs Fanny gave up her 
whole time to my Service. She would 
ſit up with me every Night; and it was 
with much Difficulty ſhe was perſuaded 
to go to Bed in the Day-time. As 
[ would not take any thing but what 
was given me by her, her Reſt was very 
frequently broke in upon; and it was on 
this Occaſion, that Mrs. Hampden gave 
me the abovementioned Account of Mis 
['anny, in order to induce me to ſpare her 
{0 frequent Attendance. The Informa- 
tion that was then given me concerning 
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her, rendered her ſo dear, and at the 
ſame time ſo reſpectable to me, that I did 


not dare to aſk for any thing more 
from her : when that excellent Lady 


ſeemed greatly affected at the Reſerve 
1 had put on. She accordingly men- 
tioned it to me, and became more aſſidu- 
ous than ever in getting me every Thing 
that I wanted. 

I had been ill a Fortnight, four Days 
of which I had been in a good deal of 
Danger, by reaſon of the Frequency and 
Severity of the Fits, which were accom- 
panied with ſtrong Deliriums. 

I was juſt come out of one of theſe, 
when I beheld Mr. Perry by my Bedſide. 
Mrs. Hampden had wrote him an Account 
of my Situation, and he had taken the 
Trouble to come and ſee me. He 


brought with him an Apothecary, to 
whom, 
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whom, 1 imagine, I was indebted for the 
Recovery of my Health, ſince he gave 
me ſuch effectual Remedies, that the Re- 
lapſe which was expected became leſs 
violent that Night; and on the Morrow 
had not the leaſt Return of my Fever. 
As he was in the utmoſt Hurry to be 
gone, he left his Orders with Miſs Fanny, 
who executed them with ſuch Skill and 
Judgment, that in a few Days the only 
Remains of my Diſtemper were an ex- 
tteme Weaknels, 

As ſoon as I was upon the Recovery, I 
perceive: that the Bracelet, which I had 
wore on my Arm ever ſince the Colonel's 
Death, was no longer there, and was 
atraid I had loſt it. Miſs Fanny came in 
juſt as J was deploring my Misfortune ; 
from whom I would fain have concealed 
the Reaion of my Concern ; but ſhe 

Sn ſeemed 
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ſeemed ſo affected with my Grief, that I 
could not help owning to her what was 
the real Motive, My dear Friend, ſaid 
ſhe, do not concern yourſelf any more; I 
am the Perſon that took off your Brace- 
let while you was ſick; I will reſtore it to 
you immediately; and indeed I do not 
doubt, continued ſhe, ſighing very deep- 
ly, but that it contains a Picture which 
ought to be very valuable to you. A 
Picture! replied IJ. There is no Pic- 
ture; it is only a Cypher. I beg your 
Pardon, Mils, ſaid (he, with a Confuſion 
which I could not help taking notice of, 
thought that the Bracelet contained a 
Picture. Indeed, Mails, if it does I 
know nothing; of the Matter, ſaid I. She 
went and fetched it immediately; but 
gave it me in ſo embarraſſed and confuſed 
a Manner, that it appeared to me ſhe had 


4 
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a great mind that I ſhould make her a 
Preſent of it. She told me at the ſame 
time that Mr. Perry had given her a Box 
for me ; but that ſhe had ſtaid til] I was 
well enough before ſhe put it into my 
lands. I bethought myſelf immediately 
that I ſhould find ſomewhat in that Box 
that would be more proper to preſent her 
with than the Bracelet I was fo reluctant 
to part from. 1 deſired her therefore to 
go and fetch the Box, which I opened be- 
fore her, and left her to chooſe whatever ſhe 
pleaſed for herſelt, intreating only as a 
Favour that ſhe would permit me to keep 
my Bracelet. 

Mils Vany ſhewed a great deal of 
Concern at the Opinion I had entertained 
of her; inſomuch that ſhe ſighed and 
| wept ſo bitterly that I was greatly con- 
cerned for her ; which immediately led 

C 3 me 
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me to aſk her Pardon in the moſt tender 
Manner for what I had done; and the 
ſoon paſſed it over. 

This Matter being fully made up, ſhe 
then reſumed the Subject of the Bracelet 
again, I would lay a good Wager, ſaid 
ſhe, that there is a Picture withinlide ; 
and if there is one in it, with your cave, 
I will find it out in a Moment. I conſent- 
ed, aſſuring her all the while that ſhe was 
miſtaken ; however I was very much ſur- 
priſed when after having ſeemingly taken 
much Trouble to look for it, ſhe at length 
opened it, and diſplayed to my Sight a 
Picture in Miniature. She examined it 
attentively herſelf; and then looking at 
me juſt as ſhe was putting it into my 
Hands, I ſaw the Tears ſtand in her 


Eyes ; but I was too eager to examine 
| the 
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the Lineaments of the Picture, to think 
of any thing elſe at that Time. 

Although it repreſented a Perſon ſome- 
what older than myſelf, ſcarce had I 
looked on it, when I imagined that it 
was my own Picture in the Dreſs of a 
young Officer. The Surprize that this 
threw me into, had like to have occa- 
ſioned a Return of my Diſtemper z and, 
indeed, had it not been for Miſs Fanny's 
Aſſiſtance, I ſhould have ſunk under it ; 
but her Care and Tenderneſs ſoon 
brought me to myſelf again. I then ſaid 
to her, with my natural Simplicity, In- 
deed my Dear, I did not know there was 
any Picture, nor had I any Intention of 


- 


deceiving you in the leaſt; nay more, 1 
do not ſo much as know for whom the 
Picture was intended, unleſs indeed. 
Colonel Grimſtone out of a Jeſt deſigned 

© is it 
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it for me. I do not know, ſaid Miſs 
Fanny, with a good deal of Confulion , 
but do not you think it likely that it is 
your Father's Picture ? You know cer- 
tainly whether it is or no. I was going 
to acquaint her that I had never known any 
Father, had not I been prevented by my 
Tears. She perceived my Concern, and 
would -not aſk me any more Queſtions 
on ſo tender a Subject; but left me, in 
order, as ſhe ſaid, to get me a Draught 
that I was to take, and left me quits 
melted at the Diſcovery of a Picture, the 
Original of which I deſpaired ever of 
ſeeing. 5 ä 
Alas! faid I to myſelf, this young 
Lady has gueſſed but too well whoſe 
Picture it is. This Bracelet, if I may 
believe the Colonel, was found upon me 
at the time that he ſayed me from the 

De 
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Deſtruction to which my Parents had ex- 


poſed me. O my Father! ſaid I, em- 
bracing the Picture, I am doomed only 
to careſs your Shadow. I ſhall never have 
the Pleaſure of calling you my Father, 
nor you the Satisfaction of owning me for 


your Daughter. Then reflecting on what 


had happened, I felt no ſmall Confuſion 
from this Diſcovery's n been made 
to Miſs Famy. 

I forgot to acquaint my Readers be- 
fore that I had been placed at Mrs. Hamp- 
den's, as a young Lady of Family, who 
having loſt my Parents, had fallen under 
the Care and Protection of Lady Drake: 
I imagined to myſelf, how much the Surs 
prize that I had ſhewn at the Sight of 
the Picture, and the free Declaration 4 
had made of not knowing whoſe it was, 
would give room to Miſs Fanny to ſuſ- 
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pect ſome unfavourable Circumſtances, 


and excite her Curioſity to find them out, 
She will not fail, ſaid I, aſking me Queſ- 
tions, and I ſhall be greatly at a loſs to 
know what Anſwers to make her; for 1 
ſhall be equally embarraſſed to find out a 
probable Excuſe for my Ignorance, as I 
ſhall be to endeavour to deceive a Perſon 
that is ſo dear to me. 

She ſurprized me in the Midſt of theſe 
Reflections. I took the Draught that ſhe 
brought me without aſking any Queſti- 
ons, expecting ſhe would renew the Con- 
verſation about the Bracelet; but as 1 
was caſting my Eye fearfully upon her, 
being aſtoniſhed at her Silence, I beheld 
fo ſettled a Melancholy on her Counte- 
hance, that I was on the Point of di'co- 
vering the ſeveral Particulars that I knew 
with relation to my Birth. I had got the 
little 
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little Box cloſe to me, and took out and 
put in ſeveral Things, without knowing 
what I was about. Miſs Fanny ſtill con- 
tinued ſilent. I was perſuaded that ſhe 


attributed my not ſaying any thing to my 


diſtruſting her, and that was the Cauſe 
of the Concern which ſhe ſhewed. I at 
laſt concluded, that it was in my Power 
to diſſipate it; and this Method was ſo 
ſimple, that I was aſtoniſhed that the Ex- 
pedient had not been ſuggeſted to me 
before. | 

My dear Siſter, ſald I, (for thus I fre- 
quently called her) you ſeem very much 
concerned, and 1 am perſuaded that the 
Reaſon of it proceeds from your Suſpicion 
of my having deceived you in relation to 
the Picture; but I beg you will believe 
me, when J aſſure you, that I was wholly 
ignorant that the Bracelet contained fo 
C 6 valuable 
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valuable a Treaſure. I loſt my Parents 
at an Age in which I was incapable of 
receiving Inſtruction ; and had it not 
been for you, I ſhould never have ima- 
gined, that it was my Father's Picture, 
though indeed I have. not now the leaſt 
Doubt about it. But, alas, this Expedi- 
ent failed : Fanny ſeemed as melancholy 
as before; though ſhe forced herſelf in a 
manner to conceal x by an Overflow of 


Tenderneſs. 


We ſhould have ſpent the whole Day 
in this Manner, if the Report of my be- 
ing better had not induced Mrs. Ilamp- 


den to come and pay me a Viſit. That 


worthy Lady, after having aſſured me of 
the Uneaſineſs that ſhe had felt on my 
Account, gave me a Couple of Letters 
which had come during my Inneſs, but 


which ſhe had hitherto kept, as I was 


not 
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not in a Situation to read them. She 
told me it was her uſual Cuſtom to open 
ſuch Letters as came to the Ladies under 
her Care; but that ſhe thought it proper 
to give me Notice before ſhe had put it 
in practice with reſpect to me; and that 
when I had read them, I might impart 
the Contents to her if J thought proper; 
that this Time, indeed, ſhe'did not pre- 
tend to lay me under a Reſtriction of 
which I was wholly ignorant : ſhe then 
took her Leave. 

Her Diſcourſe had given me ſome lit- 
tle Uneaſineſs. I did not doubt in the 
leaſt, but that one of the Letters came 
from young Mr. Drake ; and I ſhould 


have been exceſſively chagrined that Mrs. 
Hampden ſhould have known any thing 


of the Matter. I opened chem immedi- 
ately, and found that I was not miſtaken, 
7 That 


38 The ForxTvwaTte Discovary, 


That from Mr. Drake was ſuch a ont as 1 
could have withta'; and mofeover I ob- 
ſerved that in his FExpreſſſons there was 
ſomething that beſpoke the Man more 
chan uſual. He made many ſenſible Re- 
flections on the Neceſſity we were each 
of us under to ſubmit to the Authority of 


thoſe on whom we depended ; and I flat- 
tered myſelf, that the Paſſion which he 


ſtill entertained for me, contributed © 
good deal to the Advances which both 
Reaſon and Virtue had made in his Mind. 
He informed me that his Relations were 
more preſſing than ever for him to ſet 
out on his Travels ; that he had at firſt 
ſhewn a great Reluctance to the comply- 
ing with their Requeſt ; but that ſince he 
had received my Letter, he had not pre- 
ſumed to withſtand their Comttands any 


longer. He aſſured me, that my Ad- 
vice 


* 
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vice would have been ſufficient of itſelf 
to induce him to obey his Father; and 
begged that I would not accompany it 


any more with Threatenings, of which 
the very reading made him tremble. He 


| 
\ then told me he was to be abſent for | 
" three Years ; and however irkſome that | 
f tedious Time might prove to him, no- | 
t thing ſhould prevent his complying, in 
a Obedience to my Commands, upon con- 
h dition that I would promiſe a Continu- 
1 ance of my Affection, and frequent Let- 
< ters. Mrs. Fletcher wrote a Poſtcript, in 
1 which ſhe thanked me for the Compli- 
0 ments I had paid her in my laſt. What 
7- the ſaid with reſpect to Mr. Drake was as 
& follows. | | 
"Y I have as yet been a Mother to him, 
y and can therefore aſſure you, with the 
d- more Certainty of his Sincerity. I fee 


ce 4 from ; 
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from the Letter that you wrote to him 
much better than from all the Deſcriptions 
he has been able to give me, how much 
you deſerve that he ſhould be ſincere. I 
am perſuaded that he can never be happy 
without you ; and therefore ſhould be ex- 
tremely ſorry if his F riends thought of 
engaging him elſewhere. I am in hopes 
that he will be grateful, and of finding a 
Friend in you, as you ſeem to promiſe in 
your laſt ; and that when I ſhall becone 
an Eye-witneſs of your common Lappi- 
neſs, I may be permitted in ſome mea- 
ſure to partake of it.” 

I am at a loſs to determine whether ] 
was moſt affected by Mr. Drake's Letter 
or Mrs. Fletcher's Poſtſcript. I looked 
upon her from that Inſtant as our Patron- 
eſs. The Conſent that ſhe gave to our 


mutual Aﬀection made It near to me in 
ſo 
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ſo favourable a Light, that I did not 
make the leaſt Scruple of giving ways 
it. I thought there was no one ought to 
take more Concern in Mr. Drake's Ho- 
nour and Happineſs, than the Perſon he 
hadlong conſidered as his Mother; and 
indeed I looked upon her Authority and 
Advice as what we were both of us 
equally obliged to pay ſome Deference 
to. 

The other Letter, which came from 
my Lady, though it had been filled with 
Reproaches, would have had very little 
Effect upon me; inſomuch that it would 
have ſcarce interrupted that Satisfaction 
which had been given me by the other: 
but it was in reality full of thoſe Compli- 
ments which Numbers of People find a 
great Facility in paying, though it would 
be with the utmoſt Difficulty in the 

World 
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World that they could be brought to feel 
a tenth of what they proſeſs to do. 

She congratulated me on having had 
the Reſolution to retire ; and told me, 
that as this was the only Situation proper 
for me, ſo it was more eſpecially to be 
choſen before any other; that neither my 
Birth nor my Fortune entitled me to any 
Condition of Life which might gratity 
my Vanity; ſhe added, that ſhe was 
greatly ſurpriſed at my not having men- 
tioned a ſingle Word of Mr. Drake 


throughout my whole Letter, being ap- 
prehenſive at firſt that he would be of- 


fended at this Negle& ; but that ſhe had 
been miſtaken : and withal aſſured me, 
that this Indifference on my Side ſeemed 
to be very agreeable to him. Here I 
could not help ſmiling at this Piece of 
Diſſimulation. She concluded with a De- 

fire 
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fire that I would not put miylclf to any 
Inconvenience to write to her. I his laſt 
Article, by which I was frecd from be- 
ing obliged to return her any Anſwer, 
was by much the moſt acceptable to me. 

had juſt made an end of reading 
theſe Letters when Tauny came into the 
Room. I immediately locked up Mr. 
Drake's Letter in my little Box, and de- 
ſired her to put my Lady's upon the Ta- 
ble. She took it with an Air of great 
Timidity and Confuſion ; and ſtopping 
at my Bedſide, aſked me, whether I had 
not received another Letter beſide that ? 
This Queſtion embarraſſed me a good 
deal; however I recollected myſelf, and 
replied, that it came from a Friend, and 
that there was ſomething in it which I choſe 
ſhould be kept a Secret. She ſaid no- 


thing to this; but I heard her ſigh as 
ſhe 


44 The ForxTuxart Discovery, 


ſhe put the Letter on the Table. I was af. 
fected with it, inſomuch that I was very 
near diſcovering the true Situation of my 
Mind. It was not any Suſpicion that 
prevented me; but the Reſpect which 1 
had both for the Perſon and Character of 
that amiable young Lady. I endeavour- 
ed to divert her from thinking on the 
Subject, by repeated Aſſurances of the 
Tenderneſs and Eſteem which I felt for 
her; and ſhe ſeemed ſenſible enough of 
it to be compoſed and quieted on that 
Head. 

I got up that Day for the firſt Time, 
and every Day after I found myſelf grow- 
ing ſtronger. Inalittle while after I thought 
myſelf ſufficiently recovered to write to 


Mr. Drake ; but I was in a good deal of 
Diſtreſs to know whom to aſk to direct it, 


and how it could be ſent to the Poſt with- 
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out Mrs Hampden's knowing any thing of 
the Matter. Its being directed to Mrs. 
Fletcher, would, I knew, be a Means of 
preventing Suſpicion ; yet I thought her 
Curiolity might be excited to look into 
it, on account of the Letters which I had 
received, I did not dare then to write 
with. this Uncertainty on my Mind; *till 
at length a lucky Accident ſupplied me 
with an Expedicnt which 1 ſhould have 
thought almoſt impoſſible to have come 
in my Way. 

The Daughter of the Landlord of the 
Inn where I had been carried by the Par- 
ty of Horſe, and who had ſat up with me 
there the greater Part of the Night, had 
been often at Mrs. Iampden's, to enquire 
after my Health. The Time of her 
coming was molt uſually on Sundays. I 
knew nothing of it for ſome time. Once 


however 
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however I happened to be at the Door 
when ſhe came, not being well enough 
to go to Church with the reſt of the Fa- 
mily. I deſired her to walk into the Par. 
lour; and muſt own, to my Shame, that 
while others were addreſſing their Prayers 
to Heaven, I was employed in gaining 
this Girl to my Intereſt. It happened 
well enough for me, that {he had receive 
an Education much ſuperior to molt Girls 
of her Birth; ſhe could write I found to- 
lerably well. 1 careſſed her a good deal; 
inſomuch that ſhe pronuſed to do me all 
the Service that lay in her Power. She 
was to come the next Sunday, and I took 
care to have my Letter ready againſt the 
Time. I took the Opportunity of Fan's 
Abſence to write it, at ſeveral Times: 


and looked upon it as a great Happineſs, 
that 
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that I was ſo well able to conceal it from 


her 
I informed Mr. Drake in this Letter 


of every Thing that had happened to me 
ſince my Departure from London, except 
indeed the Violence that had been offer— 
ed me; for as to that, I had given Sir 
Thomas my Word that I would never 
mention it; and indeed I was apprehen- 
live, that my telling 1t, would put the 
young Gentleman into ſuch a Rage a- 
gainſt his Brother, that it might be pro- 
ductive of fatal Conſequences to them 
both. 
anſwered him ſooner by reaſon of my IIl- 


I made an Excuſe for not having 


neſs ; adviſed him by all means to com- 
ply with the Injunctions of his Parents; 
deſired him to be conſtant; and con- 
cluded with giving him Inſtructions how 


be ſhould direct to the Girl; by whoſe 


Means 
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| Means for the future our Cotreſpondence he 
was to be carried on. My Confidante m 
kept her Word in coming to me on the m 
following Sunday, and took my Letter, I D 
having previouſly directed it to Mrs, th 
Fletcher. SI 

It is neceſſary to be of the Age I then T 


4 was, in order to form a true Notion of th 
. the Innocence and Integrity of my Heart. 
But this is not all; it is neceſſary to be w 
in love, in order to have an Idea of the W 
Satisfaction that I felt at the Succeſs of hi 
of this little Scheme. I was convinced, th 


that I was now entirely ſafe from all Ap- A 
prchenſions of any Diſcovery ; and this al 
Conviction contributed not a little to 


the ſpeedy Recovery of my Health. 
About three Days after I had ſent this 
Letter, Mr. Drake's Impatience at not 
having heard from me, and his Appre- 
henſions 
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had been in the Houſe. 
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henſions that J had relapſed into my for- 
mer Diſtemper, had like to have thrown 
my Affairs into Confuſion; but Fanmy's 
Diſcretion ſaved me, and I got off with 
the Shame only of a Diſcovery to her; a 
Shame which rendered her from that 
Time the Confidant oſ our mutual Affec- 
tions. 

The firſt Letter that Mr. Drake had 
wrote came whilit I was ill; and which 
was not given me till twelve Days after it 
It was more 
than that before I was able to return any 
Antwer; and Mr. Drake being uneaſy 
and ſurpriſed at not having heard from 
me, wrote a ſecond before he received 
mine, in which I had informed him of 
Mrs. Hampden's Cuſtom of opening all 
Letters that came to her Boarders, as alſo 
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of the Perſon to whom he might direct 
his Letters for the future. 

I ſaw Fanny come into my Room with 
a Letter opened in her Hand. My dear 
Mils, ſaid ſhe, Mrs. Hampden has juſt re- 
ceived this Letter for you; you know 
the Rule of the Houſe, and will not 
therefore be ſurpriſed at its having been 
broke open. Heavens ! ſaid I, as ſoon 
as I looked at the Hand-writing, has 
Mrs. Hampden read it ? Do not be fright- 
ened, ſaid Fanny. I happened to be 
with Mrs. Hampden when the Letter was 
brought in; ſhe was luckily very buſy, 
and as ſhe knows the Greatneſs of my 
Affection for you, ſhe bid me read it and 
give her an Account of the Contents. [ 
have done, my dear Polly (forgive me the 
Familiarity of the Expreſſion) I have 
done for you what I would not have done 


for 
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for myſelf; diſguiſed from her a Truth, 
the Diſcovery of which would not have 
turned out to your Credit. Oh my Dear, 
ſaid I, embracing her, how infinitely am 
I obliged to you! I do excuſe you for 
your having called me your dearPolly ; and 
you muſt be pleaſed to account me ever 
ſuch. My Heart was never better gra- 
tied than with ſo tender an Appellation; 
and I cannot henceforward excuſe a Diſ- 
continuance of it. Alas, my dear Polly, 
ſaid ſhe, ſince you inſiſt upon my calling 
you ſo, you will find ſomewhat more af- 
fecting and tender in the Letter that I 
have brought you ; however---No indeed 
ſaid I, interrupting her, your Friendſhip 
ſhall be ever as valuable to me as Mr. 
Drake's. Ah, if you did but know him, 
you would love him as tenderly as I do. 
Miſs Fanny upon this melted into Tears ; 


D 2 J 


7 


52 The ForTunaTE DiscoveRyY. 


T embraced her with a Tenderneſs which 
I thought ſhe ſo well deſerved at a Time 
in which ſhe was giving me ſuch evident 
Proofs both of Mr. Drake's Conſtancy 
and of her own Affection. She with- 
drew herſelf from my Arms, and ſaid in 
a melancholy Tone of Voice, .Read 
then this Letter; but I entreat it as a Fa- 
vour that you will not return any Anſwer 
till I have had ſome farther Diſcourſe 
with you. She then took her Leave with- 
out giving me time to reply. 

I was ſo eager to know the Contents 
of the Letter, that I did not ſtay long to 
conſider what Motives Miſs Fanny might 
have for making that Requeſt. As ſoon 
as ſhe left the Room I read Mr. Drake's 
Letter; his Uneaſineſs was ſet forth in 
ſuch lively Colours, and he expreſſed 


tumſelf in jo tender and affectionate a 


manner, 
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manner, that indeed it would have been 
impoſſible for me to have concealed it any 
longer from Miſs Fanny had I been ever 
ſo defirous. He made continual Repeti- 
tions and Affurances of his Sincerity and 
Conſtancy; and that not ſo much that he 
thought I ſtood in need of being con- 
vinced, as becauſe he felt new Pleaſure 
every time he told it me; and beſides, he 
was perſuaded, he ſaid, that I was daily 
more and more pleaſed with it. He then 
informed me that his Father's Recovery 
was almoſt compleated ; and, which gave 
me the greateſt Uneaſineſs, that at length 
he had yielded to the continual Importu- 
nity of his Brother, and was determined 
to ſet out very ſoon upon his Travels. 
That his Brother had obtained the neceſ- 
ſary Leave for him to be abſent from his 
Regiment; and that he ſhould ſet out in 
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ten or twelve Days at fartheſt for Port/- 
mouth, where he was to take Ship. He 
acquainted me likewiſe that Duncombe was 


not to accompany him, but that a new 


Preceptor had been appointed for him ; 


he begged of me to return him an im- 


mediate Anſwer; and promiſed that I 
ſhould hear from him before his 
Departure; as likewiſe that he would 
write whenſoeyer he had any Opportuni- 
ty abroad. He concluded, by aſſuring 
me of his Sincerity ; and that notwith- 
ſtanding he was obliged to ſubmit to his 
Friends in ſome Inſtances, yet they 
ſhould never lay the leaſt Reſtraint upon 
his Liberty. He farther deſired that I 
would give him the ſame Aſſurance, with- 
aut which, he ſaid, he could never per- 
fuade himſelf to ſuch an Abſence, 

I 
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1 was agitated with ſo many different 
Emotions on the reading of this Letter, 
that I did not know what ſettled Reſolu- 
tion to make. I would fain have wrote 
an immediate Anſwer ; but Miſs Far:v, 
to whom this Letter had diſcovered the 
Situation of my Heart, for whom I had a 
great Regard, and whoſe Advice I conſi- 
dered as important, had deſired me not 
to return any Anſwer before ſhe had diſ- 
courſed with me. I was ſo impatient to 
ſee her, that I went directly into her 
Apartment to look for her, where I found 
her thoughtful, and ſeemingly very me- 
lancholy. I diſcovered that ſhe had been 
crying, and being concerned at the Sight, 
deſired her with ſome Emotion to ac- 
quaint me with the Cauſe of her Grief. 
I thought that I perceived her Concern 


to have been inci eaſed by my Viſit and 
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the Queſtions that I put to her. I be- 
came upon that more uneaſy and anxious 
to know what was the Matter. She en- 
deavoured, but in vain, to conceal from 
me her Diſtreſs but as it was too viſible 
in her Countenance to leave any room for 
Miſtake, I ſtill continued preſſing her to 
let me know the Reaſon. Well then, 
ſaid ſhe at laſt, ſince J have not been able 
to hide from you my Concern, this is the 
true Reaſon ; I love you, my dear Polly; 
I thought that the Sincerity of my Beha- 
viour towards you would have engaged 
your Confidence; and I ſee from the 


Letter that I have juſt put into your 
Hands, that I have been fadly miſtaken. 
My Senſations are perhaps too delicate 
and refined; this however be aſſured of, 
that I can never be ſatisfied with the Half 
of any one's Affection. Your Liking 
| for 
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for Mr. Drake is not the only Secret that 
you have kept; you have not told me all 
you knew with reſpe& to the Picture 
that was incloſed in the Bracelet. If it 
is your Father's Picture, that can never 
be a Matter of Doubt with you; and 
this you ſeemed willing to conceal, by 
pretending to have loſt your Parents at 
an Age in which you was incapable of 
knowing them. I obſerved the Con- 
fuſion you was in; and from thence con- 
cluded, that you was endeavouring to im- 
poſe upon me. I am fully perſuaded beſides, 
that the Letter you ſo carefully concealed 
from me a few Days ago, came from 
Mr. Drake. Conſider, my dear Polly, 
when you are deſiring of me a tender 
Friendſhip, and without the leaſt Re- 
ferve, whether I have Reaſon to be ſatis- 
fed with your Behaviour; and then 
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judge by the Situation in which you have 
found me, how you have wounded the 


Delicacy of my Eſteem, by the apparent 


Signs of Diſtruſt which you have ſo fre- 
quently ſhewn. 
6 I could not hear theſe Reproaches of 
Miſs Fanny's without being confounded, 
and in a manner quite ſunk down into the 
Conſideration of my own Unhappineſs. 
Oh my dear Miſs, ſaid I, I have ſcarce 
Strength ſufficient to anſwer you; but be 
aſſured, that I never deſigned to impoſe 
upon you. If I have concealed any Par- 
ticulars from you, my Motive. was the 
Apprehenſions I laid under from your 
Virtue, and not from your Want of Diſ- 
cretion ; however, it is impoſſible to re- 
call the paſt; for the future you ſhall be 
informed of every Thing that paſſes as 
well within my own Breaſt as without ; 
and 
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and if you will let me ſee you in my 
Room awhile hence, I will give you ſome 
Pledges of the Truth of what I have 
been faying. As it was now Dinner 
time, we were obliged to defer the Re- 
mainder of our Converſation till the ap- 
pointed Time. 

As ſoon as Miſs Fanny was at leiſure, 
ſhe came into my Room according to her 
Promiſe, but it was with an Air of Com- 
fort and Satisfaction which I had never 
before beheld in her. I gave her num- 
berleſs tender Marks of my Eſteem ; and 
I had fo fully determined to conceal no- 
thing from her, that I was almoſt as 
eager to give her an Account of the Par- 
ticulars of my Birth, Education, and Af- 
fection for Mr. Drake, as ſhe ſeemed 


willing to be entruſted. I opened the 
little Box, which the Colonel had given 
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me, and took from thence the Certifi- 
cate he had drawn up the Day after his hav- 


ing found me, and brought me to his 


Houſe, and the Note that had been 
found on me. Miſs Fanny read them 


with a kind of Tranſport. The Tears 
trickled down her Cheeks without my 
perceiving any Signs of Concern in her 


Countenance. She frequently left off 


reading to embrace me, and that with a 
Tenderneſs, which equally ſurprized and 
affected me. I waited with ſome Impa- 
tience to hear what ſhe would ſay to me; 
but finding her to look ſtedfaſtly on me 
for ſome time, without ſaying a Word, 


I imagined that ſhe expected ſome further 


Diſcovery at my Hands; I therefore im- 


mediately told her, That I had nothing 


more to add to the Account already 


given with regard to my Birth; for that 
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other Particulars never came to my 
Knowledge. However, I informed her 
of the Inſtruction that the Colonel had 
given me while I was under his Care and 
Inſpection, and ſnewed her the Inſtru- 
ment by which he aſſigned to me the 
Money and Goods intended for my For- 
tune. I then gave her a Recital of every 
thing that had happened ſince my Re- 
moval from the Colonel's; of the Civili- 
ties I had received from Lady Drake ; 
my boarding at Mrs. Moreton's; and the 
Quiet that I had there enjoyed till Sir 
Thomas's Return out of the Country; the 
Misfortune that I lay under of pleaſing 
him ; the baſe Propoſals that he had 
made to me ; and of the Arrival of his 
younger Brother in, Town. I related the 


Particulars of our firſt Interview; nor 


did I in che leaſt ſcruple to deſcribe it in 
the 
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the very Manner in which it had affected 
me. I told her how my Lady had her- 
ſelf been the Occaſion of our conceiving 
an Eſteem for each other; and the Ad- 


vice that ſhe had given me, in what 
Manner I might moſt effectually ſecure 
her Brother's Affections. I added to all 
this, that I had withſtood Mr. Drake's 
Efforts with all poſſible Firmneſs ; and 
that I had even reſiſted my own Inclina- 
tions as long as I could; but that the 
Apprehenſions I was under, that the 
young Gentleman's Impetuoſity would 
break through all Bounds, joined to the 
Hope, that Time would produce an Al- 
teration either in his Sentiments or my 
Situation, I was prevailed on at length to 
make him a Declaration of my Aﬀection. 
But my dear Mis, ſaid I, Mr. Drake is 
ſo far from loſing, that he is continually 
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getting ground in my Heart; and that 
too in proportion as his Underſtanding 
increaſes, and he becomes more capable 
of judging for himſelf; and indeed I 
muſt own that theſe Sentiments have 
taken ſuch deep Root in me, that it 
would be impoſſible to deſtroy them, 
without putting an End at the ſame time 
to my own Life. 

O unhappy Polly ! ſaid Fanny, what a 
Source of Evils have you brought upon 
yourſelf ! Can Heaven then have de- 
ſigned you ſhould experience the ſame 
Diſtreſſes with your unfortunate Mother? 
For be affured of this, continued ſhe, 
after heſitating ſome time, from the 
Manner in which you was expoſed, you 
may pretty certainly conclude, that you 
were the Offspring of a Paſſion as fatal 


and as tender as that which yau now 
feel, 
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feel. Her Tears prevented her from 
ſaying any more. I was ſo affected, that 
I ſhould perhaps have been prevailed 


upon to have given over all further 


Thoughts of my Paſſion if I had been 
the only Perſon concerned ; but my 
Struggle was ſo great between my Ten- 
derneſs for Miſs Fanny, and the Appre- 
henſions of Mr. Drake's going away with- 
out hearing from me, that I could not 
help crying out with great Earneſtneſs, 
But, my Dear, Mr. Drake is perhaps juſt 
ſetting out on his Travels ; and if I do 
not return an immediate Anſwer, it may 
perhayz»be of fatal Conſequence. Well, 
my dear Polly, ſaid ſhe, if you think him 
as ſincere and as virtuous as he ought to 
be, write to him and entruſt me with the 
Letter; and Heaven grant that this Paſ- 
ſion may not one Day become the Cauſe of 
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many heavy Misfortunes. I could not help 
owning to her the Meaſures I had taken 
with the Innkeeper's Daughter, for the 
carrying on our Correfpondence. She 
contented herſelf with a gentle Remon- 
ſtrance on the Shame and Danger of hav- 
ing ſuch a Confidant ; and then left it to 


my Diſcretion to make uſe of her if I 
thought proper. She aſſured me, that 


if I entruſted her, neither my Letters 
nor Mr. Drake's ſhould ever be feen by 


Mrs. Hampden ; and that Mr. Drake's 
might be directed to her for the future, 
I accordingly promiſed that I would rely 
entirely upon her. This Con; -:fation 
laſted fo long that it was Supper Time 
before it ended. 

However ſenſible I might be of this 
new Proof of Miſs Fanny's Friendſhip, 
which this little Diſcovery ſeemed till 

farther 
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farther to have increaſed, my firſt Care 
on being left alone, was to write an An- 


ſwer to Mr. Drake, when all the Ten- 


derneſs that I had felt in the late Con- 
verſation ſeemed to be renewed, and to 
turn itſelf in his Favour. In ſhort, this 
was the moſt obliging and affectionate 
Letter that I had ever wrote to him; 
though I muſt own the Reflections that 
Miſs Fanny had ſuggeſted to me put me 
ſomewhat on my Guard. 

I bewailed his Abſence, and yet could 
not help owning, that it was the moſt 
prudent Step he could take. I congra- 
tulated myſelf on the Tenderneſs of his 


Affection; but owned at the ſame time that 


I feared his Inconſtancy. I aſſured him of 
my Love; but added withal, that this would 
be wholly uſeleſs, unleſs the Impediments 
which now ſtood in our Way, were 
| 1 = entirely 
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entirely removed. However, I promiſed 
that I would never entertain any Senti- 
ments to his Prejudice, or in the Favour 
of any other; and that a Life of Retire- 
ment ſhould be my only Reſource, either 
if I loſt his Affections, or cruel Neceſſity 
ſhould forbid our Union. I informed 
him of Miſs Fanny's Friendſhip ; drew 
her Character as well as I could; and in- 
treated him to eſteem and confide in her. 
Laſtly, I deſired him to direct all his 
Letters for the future to her, without 
paying any Regard to the Direction I had 
before given him, | 

I finiſhed my Letter that Night, and 
gave it unſealed to Miſs Fanny, who 
made ſome Scruples to the reading of it; 
but I inſiſted that ſhe ſhould. She was 


very well ſatisfied with the Contents, ex- 
cept with that Part of them which related 
to 
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to her, and would fain have eraſed it . 


but I would not ſuffer any ſuch Thing, 
being deſirous that Mr. Drake ſhould 
have the ſame Opinion of her that I had. 

My Letter was ſealed up and directed 
to Mrs. Fletcher by Miſs Fanny, with 
whom I now had not the leaſt Reſerve. ! 
had never found myſelf in ſo happy a Si- 
tuation ſince the Colonel's Death as 1 
now experienced : what I loft in that 


generous Protector, I found in the fin- 


cere Friendſhip of Miſs Fanny. My At- 
tachment to her increaſed to fuch a 
Height, that oftentimes upon examining 


my own Heart, I found my Sentiments 


for her ſo lively and tender, that I con- 
ſidered myſelf almoſt as being unfaithful 
to the Colone's Memory. The Love 
that I bore Mrs. Duncombe, whom I had 


long been taught to look upon as my 
Mother, 
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Mother, ſeemed vaſtly inferior to the Af- 
fection with which Fanny inſpired me. 
Her Tenderneſs ſeemed at leaft as efſen- 
tial to my Happineſs as Mr. Drake's was ; 
and I looked upon the Loſs of either as 
equally pernicious and deſtructive of my 
Quiet. Fanny, on her Part, made me moſt 
grateful Returns, as ſoon as ſhe perceiv- 
ed herſelf thoroughly ſettled in my E- 
ſteem ; and, in order to this Purpoſe, ſhe 
changed her Apartment, and came into 
one that was adjoining to mine. From 
that Time we were ſcarce ever aſunder. 
She ſerved me with ſo much Zeal and 
Attention, and accuſtomed me ſo long 
to ſee my Wants, and even my very De- 
fires, anticipated by her Readineſs to gra- 
tify them, that I became inſenſibly (I 
muſt own to my Shame) more difficult to 
be pleaſed, and more imperious in my 

Com- 
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Commands, when either through Acci- 
dent or Weaknels ſhe happened to be leſs 
punctual than uſual. The Peviſhneſs ! 
uſed to ſhew at thoſe Times, ſhe bore 
with ſo amiable a Humility and Sweet- 
neſs, that ſhe has oftentimes made me 
bluſh at my Conduct; and which had 
more Effect upon me than even the Ad- 
vice of the Colonel, which he uſed fre- 
quently to give me on this Head. As 
ſoon as I had recollected myſelf a little, 
I did every thing that I could to make 
her forget it, by my Tenderneſs and Ca- 
reſſes; but even then ſhe did not ſhew 
on theſe Occaſions that ſervile Gratitude, 
which one always ſees in little Minds; 


but received them with a Kind of Open- 


neſs and Generoſity, which ſhewed the 


Nobleneſs of her Diſpoſition; and if at 


times ſhe ſeemed affected with them, it 


Was 
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was not ſo much on her own Account, as 
from'the Pleaſure that ſhe felt at being able 
to think advantageouſly of my Behaviour. 

I have inſenſibly entered into an Ac- 
count of the ſeveral Particulars that con- 
ſtituted the Comfort of my Situation at 
Becconsfield, without acquainting my 
Readers with the Information I had re- 
ceived of Mr. Drake's Departure. I am 
in hopes, however, that the Motive 
which induced me to make this Digreſſi- 
on, will be a ſufficient Apology for it. 

I received two Letters from Mr. Drake 
ſince I had opened myſelf to Fanm, be- 
fore that came in which I was acquainted 
with his ſetting out. The firſt was con- 
veyed to me by the Innkeeper's Daugh- 


ter, to whom I took care to intimate (ac- 


cording to Fanny's Deſire) that I had no 
farther Occaſion for her Aſſiſtance ; and 
I 
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I rewarded her fo amply for what ſhe had 
done already, that ſhe ſeemed more over- 
Joyed at what ſhe had received than con- 
cerned on account that ſhe ſhould not re- 
ceive any more. Notwithſtanding my 
Impatience to read the Letter, the Plea- 
ſure I took in giving Fanny a Proof of my 
Confidence, led me to carry her the Let- 
ter ſealed up as it was, and to refuſe 


reading it, but in her Preſence and under 


her Inſpection. Notwithſtanding the 
ſeveral Scruples ſhe at firſt made to 
this, I eaſily perceived that ſhe was much 
pleaſed witu my Behaviour; and accord- 
ingly read the Letter along with me. Tt 
contained numberleſs Aſſurances of Con- 
ſtancy and Affection, which were de- 
ſcribed in ſo lively, and at the ſame time 
in ſo rational a Manner, that Fanny 


ſeemed to me to approve of it, by the 
Air 
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Air of Satisfaction that appeared in her 
Countenance. Mr. Drake expreſſed him- 
ſelf with a good deal of Tenderneſs on 
the Uneaſineſs he had been in to know 
how I did; nor was he quite ſatisfied at 
the Time of his Writing, becauſe my 
Letter was ſhorter than uſual, which left 
him in Suſpenſe concerning the Certainty 
of my Recovery. 

I was ſorry it was not in my Power ta 
quiet him on this Subject as ſoon as I 
could have wiſhed ; but what gave me 
moſt Concern, was, to find that he had 
an imperfe& Account fron Duncombe, to 
whom his Wife had, no doubt, given the 
whole Information, of my having been 
carried off by his Brother, and having 
ſpent a whole Night with him at an Inn. 

He aſſured me, indeed, that he did not 
give credit to this Story; and that be- 

Vol. II. 2 cauſe 
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cauſe he neither believed his Brother to 


he capable of any ſuch Violence, or me 


ſo cruel as to conceal it from him if it. 


had happened. He told me, that after 


what Duncombe had informed him of my 


pretended Marriage, he had not the leaſt 
Confidence in him. He deſired it as a 


: F avour, that I would tell him the Truth 


of a Story which he fancied had been 
framed on purpoſe to torment him ; and, 
above all, begged I would not conceal 
the true State of my Health, concerning 
which he was in ſome Doubt. He con- 
cluded with entreating me to let him 


hear from me very ſoon ; aſſuring me, 
that my Tenderneſs was equally neceſſary 
to his Peace and his Life. | 

Inow found myſelf in the utmoſt Dilem- 
ma, occaſioned by the Indiſcretion, or, as I 
then thought, the Malice of Duncombe. 


: 
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I found that Mr. Drake had diſcovered 
the whole Adventure; and did not 
doubt but it was equally known to his 
Siſter. I imparted my Suſpicions to Fanny ; 
and found that that Part of Mr. Drake's 
Letter had made a good deal of Impreſſion 
on her. The only Thing I had to re- 
proach myſelf with, was the having 
concealed it from both. However, I made 
immediate Reparation to Fanny, by ac- 


quainting her with all the Particulars of 


that melancholly Affair; of the Engage- 
ment I had laid myſelf under to Sir Tho- 
mas never to mention it, and the very 
Motive that had induced me to lay my- 
ſelf under ſuch an Engagement ; and I 
had the Satisfaction to find her quite con- 
vinced of my Innocence. She told me, 
that this Adventure had been talked of; 
but that no Names had been mentioned. 

| Eo The 
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The exact Account which I gave her 
of this Affair ſeemed to affect her a good 
deal more than it did myſelf. What! 
{aid ſhe, was you dragged along by bru- 
tal Servants, and delivered over to Sol- 
diers, as if you had been a Criminal? 


What a cruel Diſappointment did I meet 


with ? I expected to have found a Com- 
forter in Fanny, whereas I was obliged to 
try to comfort her myſelf, and to forget 
for ſome Time the Share that I bore in 
that unhappy Tranſaction; and that at 
length it had been diſcovered to Sir Tho- 
mas's Brother. 

As my Anſwer could not conveniently 
be conveyed that Day, I ſpent the Re- 
mainder of it with Fanny. She made me 
frequently repeat the ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances of the Affair, with which ſhe 
ſhe ſeemed every time to be more and 
| more 
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more affected. She commended my 
Courage and Diſcretion ; and it was with 
much Difficulty that I could calm the 
Tranſports both of Rage and Tenderneſs 
with hich ſhe was at once overwhelmed. 

I deſigned on the Morrow to anſwer 
Mr. Drake's Letter; and waited for an 
Opportunity of conſulting with Fanny in 
what manner I ſhould diſcloſe the Affair 
in which Mr. Drake ſeemed ſo deſirous 
of being ſatisfied ; and in the mean time 
ſhe brought me a ſecond from Mr. 
Drake, which had been directed to her. 
It was full of Aſſurances of the Continu- 
ance of his Aﬀection, and proteſted more 
than ever a Deference for my Authority. 

He told me, that it was merely in 


Compliance with my Injunctions that he 
had conſented to ſet out upon his Tra- 


vels; and that he had even reſolved to do 
E 3 it 
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it without taking London in his Way. He 
added, that as he was to ſtay at Bucking- 
ham for ſome time, he ſhould be extreme- 
ly tempted. to. come over ta me for a 
Day, deſiring only my Conſent and Ap- 
probation. of a Deſign. which was very 
eaſy to. be put into Execution, eſpecially 
as he had a. Servant that he could depend 
upon; and as his Tutor was obliged to 
go to London for eight or ten Days upon 


ſome Buſineſs of his own. He ſtill con. 


tinued preſſing me to give him an Ac- 
count. of my having been carried away ; 


which however he did not thoroughly be- 


Lieve, he ſaid, though his Siſter had ſince 
told it him. He congratulated me on 
having acquired ſo faithful and agreeable 
a Friend as Miſs Fanny; commended me 
to her Care, and. promiſed to make her 
Satisfaction as far as lay in his Power. 
| 1 
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I muſt own that I gave way to the 
fond Hope with which Mr. Drake flat- 
tered me. I had ſo ardent a Defire to 
ſee him; that there was no Method bur 


what I ſhould have approved of to gain 


that Satisfaction, how | ſhort ſoever it 
might be. I confulted Faum's Looks, 
and found that ſhe by no means liked 
Mr. Drake's Deſign ; I therefore did not 
ſo much as dare to make her the Pro- 
poſal. My Dear, faid I to her, I find 
you do not approve of Mr. Drake's In- 
tention of paying me a Viſit. I do not, 
replied ſhe ; and for this Reaſon, I think 
it both raſh and hazardous. I do not 
mean on account of the Length of the 


Journey, or of the Fatigue which Mr. 
Drake muſt neceſſarily ſuſtain ; but rather 
at the Offence that would be taken if 
Mrs. Hampden ſhould know it, and the 
| E 4 Danger 
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Danger that would inevitably follow upon 
it; for you may depend upon this, that 
it would never be kept ſecret; and this 
would do great Diſſervice to Mr. Drake, 
as it would prejudice his Relations againſt 
him, and draw on you Reproaches, 
which would be more heavy and bitter 
than any you have hitherto experienced. 
I did not dare to reply to Reaſons ſo 
convincing z but contented myſelf with 
deſiring her to aſſiſt me in the Detail of 
the Adventure abovementioned, I could 
not poſſibly avoid giving Mr. Drake ſome 
Account of that Tranſaction ; but then 
I was willing it ſhould be ſuch that he 
{ſhould not have any room for being an- 
gry with his Brother, 
I told him then, in purſuance of Fanny's 
Inſtruction, that an Accident that had 


bappened to the Carriage I went in, pre- 
vented 
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vented my reaching Becconsfield the ſame 
Day I ſet out from London ; and that Sir 
Thomas having heard of it, had given Di- 
rections for my Accommodation at an 
Inn ; that it was true indeed that Sir 
Thomas came thither himſelf, but that 
Mrs. Duncombe had not ſtirred from me 
a Moment during the whole time ; and 
that I had only ſeen his Brother juſt as I 
was going away. Fanny adviſed me to 
add, that Sir Thomas's coming to the Inn 
was rather an Effect of his Prudence than 
out of Deſign to offer any Violence ; and 
that I had all the Reaſon in the World to 
be ſatisfied with his Behaviour; but not- 
withſtanding all that ſne could urge on 
this Head, I refuſed to ſay any ſuch 
Thing, being fearful that Mr. Drake 
would ſuſpect I had ſome blameable In- 
tercourſe with his Brother, She found 
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me however more tractable with reſpect 


to the Deſign that Mr. Drake had to pay 


me a Viſit. I poſitively forbad his put- 
ting his Deſign into Execution; and for 
that Purpoſe, I not only made uſe of 
thoſe Reaſons which Fanny had ſuggeſt- 
ed to me, but alfo additional. ones, en- 
forced by the Authority which he had de: 
clared I had over him. As to my Since- 
rity, Tenderneſs, and the hke, thoſe 
were Points on which I had full Liberty 


given me to expatiate. My wife Di- 
rectreſs would neither meddle with them, 


nor lay me under any Reſtriction. The 
Letter being finiſned to the Satsfaction 
of both Parties, ſhe directed it, and ſent 
it away. 

Eight Days after, I received another 
Letter, with an Account of his Departure. 
I cannot give my Readers a better Idea of 

the 


in 
t. 


The Fox TunaTt Discovery. 93 


the Improvements that had been made 


in Mr. Drake's Underſtanding, than by 
rranſcribing the Letter. The Contents 


of it were as follows, 


My Deareſt PoLLy, 


© You quite throw me into Deſpair, 


by oppoſing the Happineſs that I had 


propoſed to myſelf in ſeeing you. I be- 


;Heve I ſhould never have been able to 


have quieted my own Mind on that Sub- 
ject, if the Sagacity of your Advice, and 


the great Pleaſure I take in ſubmitting to 
every Thing that had the leaſt Appearance 


of being agreeable to you, had not counter- 


balanced my own Inclinations. But have 


you conſidered, my dear Polly, how tedious 


an Abſence I have got to ſupport, and that 
too in contradiction to my own Inclina- 
tions, and the Tenderneſs of my Heart ? 
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To be three whole Years without ſeeing 
you, without being able to tell you in 
Perſon how ſincerely I love you, and 
without having it in my Power to receive 
the ſame Aſſurances from yourſelf ? 1 
am to ſet out to-morrow, with the cruel 
Certainty of not ſeeing you till my Re- 
turn; and, to counter-balance this Mis- 
fortune, which is the greateſt that can 
ever happen to me, the only Conſolation 
I have, is the Pleaſure I feel in obeying 
you. My Siſter is to ſtay here a few 
Days longer with my Father, and then 
ſhe will return to London. She aſſures 
me, however, that ſhe intends to pay 
you a Viſit in her Way thither. She 
would fain have had me wrote to you, 
perhaps a more cruel Letter than ſhe ex- 
torted from me before, but I excuſed 
myſelf, by ſaying, that I fancied there 
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was no Need of putting you in mind of 
me, I ſhall have an Opportunity of 
hearing from you while I am at Bucking- 


ham or Portſmouth, by reaſon of my Stay 


for a little while at each of thoſe Places, 
and you may depend upuu licaring from 
me whenever it is in my Power. Think- 
ing on you, my dear Polly, loving you, 
and telling you continually ſo in my Let- 
ters, are the only Pleaſures that I can 
promiſe myſelf, while I have the Misfor- 
tune of being abſent from you. Do not 
be under any Apprehenſions that the 
Trial you have at preſent put me to of 
my Obedience, ſhall ever be attended 
with even a Wiſh to recover my Liberty. 
I have already diſpoſed of that to you, 
and you may depend upon my never 
withdrawing it. I ſhall not mention any 


more the Adventure on the Road; yet 
cannot 
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cannot help ſuſpecting that you have not 
acquainted me with the whole. I ſup- 
- poſe you were willing to prevent my Re- 
ſentments taking place; but I am ſo far 
from complaining of your Diſcretion, 
that I think myſelf much obliged to you, 
as it teaches me my Duty, I make it 
my Bulineſs to imitate you as far as 1 
can; may your Tenderneſs for me, and 
my Affection for you inſpire me with 
your Virtues, as then I ſhall have an in- 


diſputable Right to your Eſteem, and 


may then hope for a Return of that faith- 
ful and conſtant Affection with which I 
Hall ever be your faithful Lover, 


J. DRAKxE. 


I read this Letter while Fanny was in 


the Room; and of all the Sentiments and 
Emotions it occaſioned, that of Grief for 
his 
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his Departure was the only one I could 
give way to. My Tears interrupted me 
frequently in the reading it. Fanny per- 
ceived it, and was much affected herſelf. 
Alas! my dear Fam, faid I, he is gone; 
perhaps I ſhall never ſee him any more. 
I had not Strength to proceed, but be- 
came almoſt overwhelmed with Grief, 
Fanny had Prudence enough not to try 
to oppoſe it by ill-timed Conſolations, 
but left me to myſelf for ſome Time; 
and then finding me more compoſed, 
My dear Polly, ſaid ſhe, Mr. Drake is un- 
doubtedly deſerving of your Eſteem. 
Alas! continued ſhe, I know it but too 


well, that the moſt ſincere, and tender 


Hearts are oftentimes the moſt unhap- 
py; but I can never think, but ſo pure 
an Affection will one Day or other con- 


tribute to your common Happineſs. 


Reſerve 
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Reſerve then yourſelf for happier Times, 
he has Need of Comfort, and *tis from 


you that he expects and wants it the 


moſt. Do not delay then, by your Ex- 
ample, to animate him with thoſe De- 
grees of Patience and Fortitude which 
are ſo abſolutely neceſſary. You have 
no Time to loſe, if you are willing that 
he ſhould hear from you during his Stay 
at Buckingham. 

Fanny could not take a more effectual 
Method to relieve me from my Concern. 
There was ſomewhat in her Advice ſo 
ſuitable to my own natural Inclination, 
that 1 found myſelf in a little while diſ- 
poſed to conform to it. The Letter I 
now wrote to Mr. Drake was more 
tender than ever, and indeed I believe 


my Affection was grown ſtronger, and 
Fanny's Approbation of it ſeemed to have 
| made 
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made ſome Additions to its Force. The 
Letter was ſent, and I had an Anſwer 
from Mr. Drake before his Siſter paid 
me a Viſit. I was prepared for it in 
ſome Meaſure by Mr. Drake's Letter, 


with which I was as well ſatisfied as I had 
been before with the Aſſurances I had 


given him of my own Sincerity and Con- 
ſtancy. 

It was not long after, before his Siſter 
came to ſee me. She made Beccongfeld 
in her Road out of Devonſbire; I had 
Notice of her coming by Duncombe, who 
arrived ſome little Time before her. He 
told me, that his Miſtreſs would be with 
me about twelve o'Clock the next Day. 

The Account that Mr. Drake had given 
me of Duncombe prejudiced me not a 
little againſt him; I received him there- 
fore very coolly, and did not ſo much as 

aſk 
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aſk him after his Maſter. He perceived 
very plainly that I miſtruſted him, and 
told me, that, notwithſtanding he was in 


the utmoſt Hurry to get to London, yet 
he would not leave me before he had jul- 
tined his Conduct. It was in vain I al- 
{ured him that I had no Realon to com- 
plain of him ; he owned all that he had 
been obliged to do in order to prejudice 
young Mr. Drake againſt me, aſſured me 
that his Behaviour had not been agreea- 
ble to his Inclinations, and that he had 
much rather have quitted Mr. Drake's 


Family, than to live under the Reſtraint 


he had done for ſome Time. That, be- 
ſides, as he was conſtantly employed by 


Sir Thomas, it was out of his Power to 


ſerve the one without betraying the other. 
It is true indeed, continued he, that the 
Behaviour I was obliged to obſerve to- 

wards 
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wards young Mr. Drake induced him to 
withdraw his Confidence from me, in or- 
der to give it entirely to Mrs, Fletcher ; 
but, Madam, can you doubt of my Fi- 


delity to your Intereſts, when you hear 


that, notwithſtanding all Mr. Drake's 
Endeavours to keep it a Secret, I diſco- 
vered a private Correſpondence carried 
on between you without ever betraying 
to any one that I knew any ſuch Matter ? 

Heavens! ſaid I (perſuaded that he 
was not certain of what he had advanced, 
but only endeavoured to deceive me) 
what is it you have been talking of? 
Madam, faid he, I know very well what 
Lam ſaying. I faw one of your Letters 
in Mr. Drake's Hands, and carried his 


Anſwer to the Poſt, directed to a Lady 


in this Houſe. However, do not be 


alarmed ; I am incapable of hurting you. 
WY My 
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My Lady does not know any Thing that 
has happened, and I am wholly igno- 
rant of what Sir Thomas intends I ſhould 
do. But be aſſured of this, that in what 
ever Situation he places me, I will never 
forget the Commands of my late dying 


Maſter; and that I ſhall be always more 


devoted to your Service than to any Thing 
elſe. 

This Part of his Converſation ſeemed 
ſo open and ſincere, that I thought my- 
ſelf obliged to make ſome Excuſes. 1 
owned indeed, that I had wrote to Mr. 
Drake, but it was only to adviſe him to 
comply with his Parents Injunctions. I 
ſhould have entered into a much longer 
Detail, if Duncombe had been at leiſure to 
have heard it ; but he was in ſuch a 
Hurry to get to London, that he ſcarce 


gave me time to go into my Room to 
fetch 
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fetch the Annuity Bond, which it was 
neceſlary he ſhould have, in order to re- 
ccive the Money that was due on it. He 
{et off as ſoon as I had given it him; and 
the next Morning my Lady came at the 
Time he had told me. 

She enquired for Mrs. Hampden, and 
ſtaid with her half an Hour, and then 
ſent for me, when I did not find in my 
Lady that tender Friendſhip which ſhe 
had ſhewn me ſoon after the Death of her 
Uncle. As ſhe did not know I had been 
ill, ſhe dwelt much on the Alteration 
that ſhe perceived in my Looks, and 
then aſked me many Queſtions about my 
Manner of Living, and, in ſhort, before 
Mrs. Hampden, diſcourſed only in general 
Terms; which ſhewed rather a Deſire of 
appearing, than being really my Friend. 
On my Side too I pretended to be more 
affected 
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affected with her Enquiries than I really 
was. Icommended the Care of Mrs. Hamp- 
den and Miſs Fanny, the latter of whom 
my Lady was deſirous of ſceing, and 
ſeemed quite tranſported with her Per- 
ſon and Modeſty. She made uſe of ſuch 
tender Expreſſions in thanking her for 
what ſhe had done for me, that I caſily 
perceived it was more owing to her per- 
ſonal Merit, than to my Lady's Grati- 
tude, 1 8 

My Lady had been about an Hour in 
the Parlour when Mrs. Hampden made 
uſe of the Excuſe, that ſhe might have 
ſomewhat particular to ſay to me, to with- 
draw, and took Miſy Fanny along with 
her. | F 

Well, my dear Polly, ſaid my Lady, 
as ſoon as we were alone, I muſt give you 


ſome Account of my Brother. You can- 
not 
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his 
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not conceive how joyfully he is ſet out on 
his Travels. I would have had him 


wrote to you, and taken a laſt Farewel, 
at leaſt, but the poor Child could never 


take a Reſolution to do it. I believe he. 
is ſo much aſhamed of his Inconſtancy, 


that he will never be able to look you 
in the Face again. As I have no Reſerve 
with you, continued ſhe, I muft own that 


he fell in love with a Lady in the Coun» 


try, with whom he ſeemed enamoured to 
Diſtraction; but as ſoon as it was propoſed 
to him to ſet out on his Travels, his Paſ- 
hon ſoon gave way, and eaſily ſubſided, 
You ſee he is a Kind of Man that one 
muſt endeavour to forget as ſoon as one 
can, If I recollect aright, he told me 
that he wrote you a Letter before he left 


London; and I ſhould be glad to know. 


the Method he made uſe of to break wuh 
you. 
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you. Madam, ſaid I, in as ſerious a 
Manner as ſhe appeared to be in jeſt, he 
did indeed write to me. I received from 
him a Letter, in which his Sentiments 
appear to me to be ſo very reaſonable, 
that I did not heſitate a Moment at ſuit- 
ing my Behaviour to them : In ſhort, 
Madam, I think no more of Mr. Drake, 
and in no other Manner than in that in 
which he has deſcribed himſelf in the Let- 
ter that he wrote me. I am extremely 
glad, anſwered her Ladyſhip, to find that 
your Conduct has been ſo reaſonable. 

I readily own that I wilfully led my 
Lady into an Error through my equivo- 
cal Anſwer ; and her Affectation in en- 
deavouring to deceive me, confirmed me 
the more in my Reſolution to deceive 
her. 

She then obliged me to give her an 
Account 
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Account of the Adventure upon the 
Road ; and in order to induce me to it, 
told me Mr. Duncombe had wrote an im- 
perfect Account of it to her Huſband. I 
begged that ſhe would excuſe my ſaying 
any Thing about it, as I had given my 
Word that I would never mention 1t. 
Nay, I went ſo far as to deſire her not to 
inſiſt on Mrs. Duncombe's diſcloſing the 
Affair; the only End of which would be 
the incenſing her againſt her Huſband. 
She ſeemed ſatisſicd with what J had ſaid, 
and at laſt took her Leave, after ſome faint 
Aſſurances of the Continuance of her 
Friendſhip ; to which I replied, by aſ- 
luring her, I ſhould ever keep her Fa- 
vours in Remembrance. She purſued 
her Journey, and I returned to my dear 
Friend, Maſs Fanny. 


I received ſeveral Letters from Mr. 


Vol, II. F Drake, 
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Drake, for he kept his Word in writing 
to me, from the ſeveral Places where he 
ſtopped before he got to Portſmouth, and 
Miſs Tann, to whom I had imparted the 
Contents of each, remarked with Satis- 
faction both the Conſtancy of his Aﬀec- 
tion, and the Improvements that had 
taken place in his Underſtanding. My 
Anſwers were directed to him at Port, 
mouth, till the unhappy Time in which 
he gave me Notice on what Day he was 
to take ſhip. Notwithſtanding Fanny's 
Care to comfort me on this News, that 
cruel Moment increaſed, and even added 
freſh Anxieties to thoſe I had already 
felt, on Account of the Dangers to which 
he was going to be expoſed ; to the Cru- 
elty of being ſeparated from him, and to 
the Impediment which the Diſtance he 
was going to, of my hearing ſo frequently 

from 
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from him as I could have withed. In 


ſhort, I ſtood in need of the utmoſt Ef- 
forts of Reaſon, to compoſe the Diſtrac- 
tion and Uncaſineſs of my Mind. How 
many Times did I put Fanny's Patience 
to the Trial in the Space of three Months! 
During all which Time, I was in a cruel 
Suſpenſe, with reſpe&t to Mr. Drakez 
and, however excuſecable I might then be, 
I cannot help reproaching myſelf at fpre- 
ſent for that Pceviſhneſs, which muſt 
have been ſo diſguſting to the Tender- 
neſs of my Friend. 

I received a Letter at length, which 


was dated from Vienna, in which Mr. 


Drake informed me, that he had been il] 
for ſome Time, which was the Reaſon 
of my not hearing from him before; 
that he was now perfectly recovered, and 
intended to take a Campaign in the Em- 
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peror's Army. I need not mention the 
Alarm which this Account gave me, of 
which the Deſcription in my Anſwer 
was but a feeble Repreſentation. What I 
felt was beyond all Expreſſion ; Self- Love 
mingled itielf ſometimes with my own 
torturing Reflections, and this it was that 
made me bear up againſt ſo many Mis- 
fortunes ; for thoſe which were occaſioned 
by the Abſence of my Lover, and the 
Danger to which he was expoſed, were 
not the only ones that oppreſſed me, I 
am in haſte to give an Account of what I 
felt for him, in order to paſs on to thoſe 
Evils in which he had no other Share 
than the Concern which he felt from 


being informed of them. 

I have before ſaid, that Self-Love was 
ſometimes a Remedy againſt the Preſſure 
of the Misfortunes I lay under. And, in- 

deed, 
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deed, I thought that every Thing Mr. 
Drake undertook for the Sake of Ho- 
nour, reflected back ſome Portion of that 
Honour on myſelf. I fed myſelf with 
this Kind of Vanity, which ha for its 
Foundation a Tenderneſs which made 
me concerned in all Mr. Drake's Actions. 
I prided myſelf a little that I ſhared ſome- 
what in common with ſo many brave 
Warriors. In ſhort, I compared Mr. 
Drake to thoſe antient Heroes, of whoſe 
Exploits I had formerly read, and thought 
that his Tenderneſs would certainly reflect 
upon me ſome Portion of the Reputation 
which he acquired by his Valour. Theſe 
flattering Thoughts, which were partly 
owing to the Manner in which I had been 
brought up, and partly to ſome undi- 
geſted Reflections which I had picked 
up in Books, however romantic they may 
F 3 lecm, 
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ſcem, were, doubtleſs, of great Aſſiſtance 
to me; and Faxny herſelf did not diſdain 
to make uſe of them, to fill me with com- 
fortable Hopes. She made ule, as I may 
ſay, of my own Weakneſs, to bring me 
back to a more compoſed and ſedate 
Temper of Mind, which, perhaps, Rea- 
fon and Argument would have endea- 
voured to reſtore ia vain. By this inge- 
nious, as well as tender and compaſſionate 
Method, ſhe found Means to give me a 
Reliſh at length for more ſubſtantial and 
ſolid Comforts; and, I muſt own that 
ſhe managed my Self-Love ſo well, that 
ſhe made it triumph over my Grief, with- 
out perceiving itſelf at all affected. 

I muſt here acquaint my Readers, that 
Mr. Drake took every Opportunity to let 
me hear from him, and that I conſtantly 
returned immediate Anſwers. I have 

| made 
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made mention of this here, that I may 
not interrupt the Narrative of the Inci- 
dents that befel me during his Abſence. 
It is with ſome Difficulty that I prevail 
on myſelf to ſeem to forget him, at a 
Time in which his Memory was ſo pre- 
cious ; but, however, I chule rather to be 
guilty of this Forgetfulneſs, which is only 
ſo in Appearance, rather than break, as I 
ſaid before, the Thread of the Narration. 
I lowever, before this is begun, it may be 
proper to mention ſome Accidents that 
made me contribute towards an Event, 
which, had it not been for an extraordi- 
nary Interpoſition of Providence, muſt 
infallibly have embittered the Remainder 
of my Life. 

I have already mentioned that Dun- 
combe had given me Notice of Lady 
Drake's Viſit on her Return to Town, 

F 4 and 
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and that I had been obliged to fetch him, 


in a Hurry, my Annuity Bond, in order 
for him to receive the Money that was 
due on it. When I took out this Bond, 
did not obſerve that the Certificate, in- 
ſerted in the Beginning of theſe Memoirs, 
which contained an Account of the Time 
and Place of my Birth, the Deſcription 
of the Bracelet, and the little Note at the 
Bottom; I did not obſerve, I ſay, that 
theſe Papers were all incloſed in the 
Bond that I had given to Duncambe, and, 
who himlelf, was in ſuch a. Furry to ſet 
out, that he did not then perceive it, 1 
ſhould, perhaps, have been ignorant for 
ſome Time of the Miſtake I had made, 
if this Certificate had not been ſent me 
"about a Month afterwards, by Lady 
Drake, as from as Sir Thomas, her IIul- 


band, into whoſe Hands Duncombe had 
thought 


ry 
fa 
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thought proper to place it. I had re- 
ceived the Arrears of my Bond ſince that 
Time ; fo that I had quite forgot it in a 
little while, as if no ſuch Thing had hap- 
pened. LI was going on in great Com- 
polure, when all of a ſudden Miſs Fanny 
fell ſick, and that fo violently, that ſhe 
was thought to be in great Danger, Her 
Condition, deſervedly, engaging my whole 
Attention, I would fain have fat up with 
her Night and Day, and deſired it as a 
Favour, that I might be permitted ſome- 
times ; but I had the Diſappointment to 
find that ſhe refuſed an Offer, which 
the Tenderneſs I had for her, required 
me to make; and, in a few Days, I had 
Orders not to go into her Room. 

It was juſt at this Time that Mr. Per- 


ry came to ſe me. After ſome Conver- 


ſation upon indifferent Matters, Pray, 


F; ſaid 
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ſaid he, did not Colonel Crimſtone tell 
me, that he had preſerved ſome Papers 
and a Bracelet, which were found upon 
you at the Time of his taking you up? 
I told him that he had; he then ſaid, that 
if I had thoſe Papers and the Bracelet, 
he ſhould be glad to ſee them. Upon 
this I was ſeized with ſo unaccountable 
a Trembling, that I could hardly ſpeak. 
I made ſeveral Attempts to pull off the 
Bracelet in vain. I at length got it off, 
and put it into Mr. Perry's Hands, and 
leaving it with him, ran to my Room 
for the Papers. As ſoon as I had given 
them to him, I perceived that he read 
them with Attention, and was comparing 
them with ſome others that he had in his 
Hands. While he was thus employed, 
vas in an odd Situation between Fear 
and Impatience, to know the Secret of 
my 
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my Birth. Indeed it was a good while 


| ſince I had thought ſeriouſly about it; 
but now I found my former anxiety re- 


newed. 
I experienced at this Time ſuch a 


mixture of Grief and Confuſion, that, 
had it been left to my Choice, 1 ſhould, 
in all Probability, have preferred 
my preſent Ignorance to the Infor- 
mation I was going to receive. But I 
could not avoid it; and whatſoever might 
be the Conſequence, | felt that I deſired 
them with more Earneſtneſs than I had 
room to be apprehenſive they might pre- 
judice me. Mr. Perry ſoon put an End 
to this extraordinary Conflict, by ſaying, 
My Dear Child, 1 find ſo exact an Agree- 
ment in the Papers that I have com- 
pared, with reſpect to the ſeveral Circum- 
{lances of your Birth, that I can no 
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longer doubt but that Heaven will ſoon 
reſtore to you a tender Mother, whoſe 


Virtues will abundantly compenſate for 
the Misfortunes you have hitherto ſul- 
tained, Heavens! cried I, with an 
Emotion that cannot be deſcribed, Is it 
poſſible that you have really found my 
Mother? I would have ſaid more, but 
could not give my Thoughts utterance; 
Yes, my Dear Child, ſaid Mr. Perry, 
Heaven reſtores you your Mother; and 
I am extremely pleaſed to find in you 
ſuch Emotions of Tender neſs. But will 
not what I am going to tell you, give 
a Shock to your Tenderneſs? No, I can 
never think it can have any ſuch Effect 
on you. In ſhort, my Dear Polly, you 
muſt know, that although your Mother 
is of a good Family, yet ſhe is not in a 
Condition to give you Credit by owning 

you, 
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you, ſince her Fortune 1s extremely ſmall; 
Alas! Sir, ſaid I, almoſt drowned in 
Tears, which were the Effects of my 
Tenderneſs, ſhe ſhall be the Miſtreſs of 
every Thing that I poſſeſs, and I ſhall 
think myſelt too happy. Hear what I 
have to ſay to you, ſaid Mr. Perry, in- 
terrupting me; your Birth, my Dear 
Child, was the Effect of a criminal Paſ 
ſion, inſomuch that your Mother can- 
not own you, without reflecting Diſgrace 


on herſelf. She lives with a Woman of 


Fortune, who is exceedingly fond of her, 
and with whom, therefore, it is her In- 
tereſt to keep in Favour. I need not tell 
you how much it 1s her Concern, both 
on her own Account and yours, to keep 


the Secret with which I have intruſted 
you. Alas! Sir, ſaid I, the only Perſon 
that I ſhould have had the leaſt Inclina- 

| tion 
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tion to have told it to, is not in a Con- 
dition to hear it. Miſs Fanny is in great 
Danger, and I am forbid going into her 
Room. TI mult own to you, indeed, that 
I ſhould have felt a creat Pleaſure, in im- 


parting to her what you have heard. I 


cannot but praiſe you, ſaid Mr. Perry, 


for this ſteady attachment to your fair 
Friend, and indeed it is due from you 
out of a Principle of Gratitude : however, 
it would not be proper to tell her this 
yet a while ; you may perhaps by and by, 
if your Mother conſents to it, for ſhe 
would not by any Means drag you out 
of your Retirement : ſhe intends only 
ſometimes to ſee you. 

I heard Mr. Perry, without preſuming 
to declare what ! thought with Reſpect 
to Retirement. All I felt at preſent was 


a mixture of Tenderneſs and Confuſion, 


Tis 
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"Tis true, indeed, I had found my Mo- 
ther ; but then the Diſgrace of my Birth 
was fully confirmed, and yet I felt, that 
if my Mother was leſs reſpectable in the 
Eye of the World, yet ſhe ought not to 
be leſs dear to me on that Account, I 
betrayed to Mr. Perry, ſome Curioſity to 
know by what Means he had diſcovered 
a Secret that had lain hid ſo long a Time. 
My Dear Child, faid he, I will tell you. 
About eight Days ago, as I intended com- 
ing here ſoon, I thought it proper topay a 
Viſit to Lady Drake, to know whether 
ſhe had any Commands. I was ſo un- 
lucky as not to mect with her at home; but 
knowing, that Sir Thomas was within, [ paid 
my Vuit to him, and told him Iſhoild have 
an Opportunity of ſecing you ſoon. He 
talked of you ſome Time with 2 good deal 
of Indifference, being very much diſlatiſ- 

fied, 
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fied, as I imagined, at your having po- 
fuſed his Propoſals, I was going to take 
my Leave, when pretending to recollect 
fomething that he had forgot, he took 
hold of me, and aſked me whether ſome 
one had. not been at my. Houle to en- 
quire for you? He told me, that a o- 
man very well dreſſed had come to him, 
and aſked: after you, and that he had 
directed her to me. I aſſured him that 
I had not ſeen any ſuch Perſon, and 
then took my Leave, 

Two Days after, the very ſame Per- 
ſon (according to the Deſcription) came 
to me, as ſhe ſaid, from Lady Drake, 
and told me that that Lady had aſſured 
her I could give her ſome Account of 
you ; that ſhe had told her I was the Per- 
ſon that had placed you in the Situation 


you were 1n at. preſent ; and that, there- 
. fore, 
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fore, I was the moſt proper Perſon to ap. 
ply to for any Enquiries in which ſhe 
might want Satisfaction. After ſome pre- 
vious Diſcourſe with her, ſhe confeſſed 
that, having been ſeduced, through a 
Promiſe of Marriage, ſhe had yielded to 
her Lover's unlawful Deſires; that the 
Promiſe had never been accompliſhed ; 
and that ſhe found herſelf in a ſhort 
Time after big with Child, whom ſhe 
was obliged to cxpoſe at Kenſington, 


where ſhe had lain in; that ſhe had 


taken care to put a Bracelet on the 
Child, and a Note which might contr1- 
bute ſome Time or other towards their 
Diſcovery of each other. She told me, 
in ſhort, that this Child, the very Day 
after it's being expoſed, had been taken 


up by a Gentleman of Fortune, and that 
ſhe had not heard of it ſince, but that ſhe 


bad lived in the Hope of the Gentleman's 
taking 
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taking Care of it; that, having heard acci- 
dentallyof a young Girl, named Polly, who 
had been brought up by Colonel Grimſlone 
as Mrs. Duncombe's Daughter; and hav- 
ing ſince found out that Mrs. Duncombe 
was not her Mother in Reality, it came 
into her Mind, that this might poſſibly be 
her Child. Upon this, I examined her 
carefully as to the Day of your Birth, the 
Place you had been expoſed in, and the 
Note that ſhe ſaid ſhe had left with you. 
In ſhort, every Thing ſeems to bear ſo 
exact a Relation to your Story, that there 
cannot be the leaſt Doubt, but that this 
Woman is in reality your Mother. I 
was willing to know her Situation in 
Life, and this was the Account that 1 


was afraid would rather ſhock you. She 
hves in Lady $h-----y's Family; but her 
Fortune, as I ſaid before, is exceeding 


ſmall, and ſhe will be able herſelf to in- 
forn 
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form you of what farther concerns you, 
for ſhe longs to ſee you; and I promiſed 
that I would conduct you to Uxbridge, 
where ſhe will come to meet you. She 
would not have given you the Trouble of 
coming ſo far, if her Lady could have 
{pared her; and I do not doubt but you 
will think it a Pleaſure to comply with 
her Requeſt of ſeeing you ſoon. 

Mr. Perry took his Leave of me for 
the preſent, and left me in a State of Joy, 
Wonder, and Perplexity. I had Reaſon 
to rejoice in the Diſcovery of my Mother; 
but ſtill this was damped with melan- 
choly Reflections, which were continually 
preying on the Diſgrace of my Mirth. 1 
was born criminally, and in Slavery, two 
infurmountable Objections to Mr. Drake's 
Deſigns. The Uncertainty of my Birth, 
while it continued doubtful, was turned 
by 
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by my Lover to my Advantage ; but 
when the Lowneſs of my Parentage once 
came to be aſcertained, this, I thought, 
could not fail of putting an End to what 
he might otherwiſe have intended. Such 
Reflections as theſe employed my whole 
Thoughts for fix Days; they had this 
good Effect, however, that they contri- 
buted to the making me put in practice 
the only Scheme I judged moſt expedient 
in my preſent Situation. 

I reſolved to conceal the late sides 
from Mr. Drake, till I ſhould be tho- 
roughly convinced of the Truth of it. I 
determined, therefore, to put into my 
Mother's Hands the little Fortune I was 
Miſtreſs of, and by that Means, I was in 
bopes of inducing her to come and live 
with me, which would have prevented 


Mr. Drake from being acquainted with her 
real 
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ſeal Circumſtances. In ſhort, though I was 
far from being thoroughy ſatisfied with my 
preſent Situation, yet deſpairing of Mr. 
Drake, as thinking myſelf unworthy of 
him, I looked upon it, at leaſt, as a ne- 
ceſſary Relource in the preſent Poſture of | 
my Affairs. And, accordingly, the Even— 
ing before my Departure, I communi- 
bf cated to Mr, Perry the Reſolution I had 
taken, with reſpe& both to my Mother 


of and myſelf. 
* We were to ſect out very early the next 
[ Morning; but what gave me the moſt 


Concern, was, that I was obliged to ſet 
out without having the Satisfaction of 
leeing Miſs Fanny. I entreated that I 
might be admitted to her Apartment, 
wluch at length was granted me; but it 
was upon Condition, that I ſhould not 
ay a Word of my going to London. 


Her 
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Her Life was too precious to me, and I 
was too impatient to ſee her, not to agree 
to that Condition, I was accordingly 
conducted to her Apartment, but what a 
melancholy Object did I behold ! She 
was pale and wan; and her languid Eyes, 
which ſhe caſt upon me, were in- 
ſtantly filled with Tears. I was ſo much 
affected at the Sight, that it was with 
Difficulty I threw myſelf into her Arms, 
which ſhe ſtretched out for that Purpoſe. 
My dear Polly, and my dear Fanny, was 
all that we could ſay. Her Phyſician, 
who was preſent, requeſted me to retire, 
giving me to underſtand, that the violent 
Emotion ſhe was in would be of dangerous 
Conſequence to her Health. I was forced 
to obey, and retired to my Chamber with 
a good deal of Concern, at being obliged 
to leave ſo tender and ſincere a Friend; 

7 but, 
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but, as I had Reaſon to think that my 
Stay in London would not be long, I flat- 
tered myſelf with the Hopes of returning 


very ſoon, in order to enjoy the Pleaſure 
I ſhould feel at her Recovery. 

I packed up every Thing that was ne- 
ceſſary, and ſet out the next Day with 
Mr. Perry, in the Stage, and we went to 
Uxbridge without ſtopping; during which 
Time, my Mind was in a moſt violeat 
Agitation. Joy and Tenderneſs had 
their ſeveral Viciſſitudes; and theſe had 
ſuch faſt hold on my Spirits, that when 
we came to the Inn, I was quite faint, 

Mr. Perry went in before me; he had 
aſked if Mrs. Meadows was come, and 
immediately ordered a Room, deſiring 
me to follow him. He had told me as 


we came along, to call Mrs. Meadows 


Aunt, whilſt in Company; and to take 


Care 
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care that I did not betray myſelf, till we 
were alone, and more at liberty. I got 
into the Room ſoon after Mr. Perry; 
and as ſoon as Mrs. Meado tos ſaw me, ſhe 
ran up to me immediately. Well, my 
dear Child, ſaid ſhe, I have greatly longed 
to ſee you; and, then turning to Mr. 
Perry, what a charming Girl is ſhe 
grown! This Compliment, which at 
any other Time would have flattered 
my Vanity, gave me a great Shock at 
the very Inſtant of its being ſaid, I had 
expected Tranſports, the very Idea of 
which greatly ſurpaſſed my Imagination, 
I thought within myſelf, that the Emo- 
tions of a Parent ſhould have been great- 


ly ſuperior to thole which I experienced 
myſelf, infomuch, that J conceived it 
utterly impoſſible for me to have any No- ; 


tion of them; but the cool Commenda- 
g tions 
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tions of Mrs. Meadotos confounded me in 
ſuch a Manner, that I really was not able 


to make any Reply. Mr. Perry made 


an Anſwer for me. He exaggerated the 
Tranſports that I felt on the Proſpect of 


ſeeing her; and, in ſhort, gave her to un- 
derſtand, that the Endowments of the 
Mind were greatly to be valued above 
the Poor and periſhing Beauty of the 
Body; and that, therefore, it was the 
former that ſhe ought to pay the greater 
Reſpect toz and that it was more eſpe- 
cially a Parent's Duty to endeavour to 
cultivate and improve ſuch valuable Bleſſ- 
ings; and then addreſſing himſelf to me, 
he ſaid, that he was ſatisfied he had no 
need to recommend Dutifulneſs and Ai- 
fection to me. I aſſured him that he 
need not, and ſo did Mrs. Meadetos, tho' 
both of us betrayed a good deal of Con- 

Vor. II. G 
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fuſion. Mr. Perry made an Excuſe for 
not being able to ſtay any longer, and 
then took his Leave. I would fain have 
{een him to the Coach, becauſe I ſeemed 
to have ſo much to ſay to him, but he 
would not fuffer me to do it; and altho' 
I found myſelf extremely embarraſſed at 
being left alone with my Mother, yet ! 
was obliged to ſubmit to it. 

As ſoon as Mr. Perry was gone, Mrs. 
Meadows reſumed her uſual Gaiety ; but, 
as to myſelf, I could not account for the 
little Satisfaction that I took in an Inter- 
view, which ought to have been fo in- 
tereſting to me. I blamed myſelf for it, 


and was perſuaded that it proceeded from 
the Mortification of my Vanity, at find- 


ing my Mother in ſo low a Condition. I 


thought, however, that the moſt effectual. 


Method to awaken both my Mother's 
Tenderneſs 
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Tenderneſs and my own, would be to lay 
before her the Papers I had received, 
which contained the Proofs that I was 
really her Daughter. But I was ſtill 
more ſurpriſed than ever, when ſhe told 
me, that we might defer this Matter till 
another Time; that ſhe was ſufficiently 
convinced, by what Mr. Perry had told 
her, that I was her Daughter in reality, 
and that the exact Reſemblance I bore to 
my Father, was an additional Proof of it. 
This laſt Declaration renewed my Senſi— 
bility. Is it then, ſaid I, my Father's 
Picture that is contained in the Bracelet? 
Yes, yes, ſaid ſhe, it is; however, it is 
now Time for us to go to Dinner, and, 
remember, you are only to call me Aunt. 


There ſeemed to be a great Boldneſs and 


 Indifference in every Thing my Mother 


ſaid, which I could not then account for, 
G 2 but 
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but which was ſufficiently explained to me 
afterwards. 

As ſoon as Dinner was over, we took 
a Poſt-Chaiſe, and ſet out for London. 
Our Converſation on the Way was not 
very intereſting. Mrs. Meadows aſked 
me many Queſtions about the Method in 
which 1 had been brought up, by Colonel 
Grimſtone. I expatiated on the Praiſes of 
my dear Benefactor, and did not forget 
to mention the Obligations I laid under 
to Mrs. Duncombe. I hoped ſhe would 
permit me to let her know where I was, 
as ſoon as I got to London, that I might 
inform her how happily I had diſcovered 
my Mother. It was in vain that I repre- 
ſented to her, how much I could depend 
on her. She would not give her Conſent 
to my doing any ſuch Thing. She had 
lo many Reaſons, ſhe ſaid, for concealing 


the 
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the Relation tlrat ſhe bore to me, eſpe- 
cially from Duncombe and his Wife, who, 
it they were appriſed of it, would, in all 
probability, ſuſpect her to be the Perſon ; 
and might poſſibly diſcover, what it was 
her Intereſt to keep ſecret. She dwelt 
much on the Favours I had received from 
the Colonel, and on the Obligation I laid 
under of being obedient to his Family. 
This Sentiment of my Mother's, however 
reaſonable in itſelf, yet ſhocked me a lit- 
tle. I did not dare to inform her of Sir 
Thomas's Attempt ; and yet was perfuaded 
in my own Mind, that what ſhe had in 
View, was the Offer he had made me of 
marrying Mr. Tibbhald, which, however, I 
was in hopes Mr. Perry would hinder 
from ever taking Effect. 
I heard what my Mother had to ſay 
with Attention, and aſſured. her, that 1 
G 3 would. 
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would never fail in Inſtances of the Duty 
and Reſpect which were moſt undoubt- 
edly owing her. 

We at laſt got to London, and the Chaiſe 
ſet us down in Jermyn- Street. My Mother 
carried me to a Houſe, where ſhe ſaid ſhe 
had hired me an Apartment, as it was 
impoſlible for me to live at Lady $h---y's, 
where ſhe did; but ſhe told me it was 
ſo near, that we might ſee one another 
eaſily, at all Hours of the Day. 

The Apartment I went into was neat 
and convenient. The Miſtreſs of the Houſe 
aſſured me, that I ſhould not want for any 
Thing, and ſhould be very well waited on. 
My pretended Aunt recommended me 
very ſtrongly to her, and left me, in order 
to return to her Lady; who, my Lan- 
lady informed me, lived in the ſame 
Street, but a very few Doors off, which 


was 
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way Matter of great Comfort to me; 
though I muſt own, there was ſo great a 
Diſproportion between the Idea I had 
formed to myſelf of a Meeting between 
my Mother and me, and that which had 
really paſſed, that my Thoughts were 
much diſtracted. 

I was now entering on a new World, 
for which I was by no means ſuited, either 
by my Temper or Inclination. I ſpent 
the whole Night in reflecting on the Con- 
traſt that there was between my preſent 
Situation, and that in which I had been 
brought up. The Remembrance of Mr. 
Drake, and our mutual Affection, was fo 
far from being any Mitigation of my Un- 
eaſineſs, that it ſeemed conſiderably to 
increaſe it; and all my Comfort was, in 
thinking that I ſhould not ſtay long in 
London, and that I ſhould find it no dif- 


G 4 ficult. 
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ficult Matter to perſuade my Mother to 
retire with me to Beccongſield, by offering 
her the little Fortune I was Miſtreſs of; 
and I did not make the leaſt Doubt, but 
ſhe would prefer a Way of Living ſo 
much above that into which her Misfor- 
tunes had thrown her, and was impatient 
to ſee her, to talk with her on the Subject. 

While I was dreſſing myſelf for this 
Purpoſe, my Landlady came into theRoom. 
She ſeemed ſurpriſed at ſeeing me up, and 
told me, that ſuch a pretty Girt as I was 
ought to have taken Time to have reſted 
herſelf. I thanked her for her Compli- 
ment, and told her I was going to pay 
my Aunt a Viſit. She made Anfwer 
that ſhe was to dine with us; and that 
then I might diſcourſe with her at my 
Leiſure. In the mean Time, ſaid ſhe, 


we will go to Breakfaſt, and then to 
Church, 


—_ a | — 1 aft „ 
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Church, if you pleaſe (for it was Sunday.) 
I agreed to her Propoſal. 

Mrs. Rigby (for that was my Landlady's 
Name) was beſtowing continual Com- 
mendations on my Face and Shape. 
What a Pity it was, ſhe ſaid, that I ſhould 
live in the Country! I heard all ſhe ſaid 
with a a good deal of Indifference, and 
whenever obliged to anſwer, it was with 
the utmoſt Reſerve. 

As ſoon as we had breakfaſted, we 
went to St. James's Church, which was 


the neareſt our Lodgings. The Service 
was juſt begun, when I ſaw my pretended 


Aunt come in, following a Lady exceſ- 
ſively beautiful. Mrs. Rigby took care 
to forewarn me not to ſeem to know Mrs, 
Meadows, who came clole by me, as ſhe 
was going to her Pew, and gave me a 


Signal, intimating the fame that Mrs. 
G 5 Rigby 
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Rigby had cautioned me about. I could 
not help looking attentively on Lady 
$h---y, though I was frequently put out of 
countenance at finding that I had en- 
gaged her Attention. 

When the Service was ended, we went 
out of Church before them; and had 
ſcarce been at Home a Quarter of an 
Hour, when Mrs. Meadows came in. I 
was too eager to talk with her in private, 
not to betray evident Signs of my Impa- 
tience, but I was obliged to undergo 4 
Repetition of Mrs. Rzgby's Compliments. 
All Dinner-time ſhe was in the ſame 


Strain; and Mrs. Meadows was ſo pleaſed 
with them, that, probably, there would 
have been no End of them, had I not, 
with the utmoſt Politeneſs, intimated to 
my Landlady, that I had ſomewhat very 
particular to ſay to my Aunt, with whom 

I 


_ — 


a ww - & &Q 838 


d 


The Fox Tux ATE Discovery. 131 


I immediately went into my Apartment. 

The Sum of what I ſaid, was as follows: 
e Since Providence, Madam, has per- 

mitted me to diſcover to whom I am, in” 


great Meaſure, indebted for my Being; 


be aſſured, that I ſhall ever confider this: 
Diſcovery as one of the greateſt Bleſſings 
that ever befel me. Do not be appre- 
henſive that the Education I have re- 
ceived, will ever make me bluſh, either 
on account of my unfortunate Birth, or 
for the Lowneſs of your Situation. The 
Propoſal I have now to make to you pro- 
ceeds ſolely from my Tenderneſs and 
Gratitude. Every Thing that I poſſeſs, 
through the late Colonel's Generoſity, is 
yours. The only Favour I have to beg, 
is, that you will employ a ſmall Part of 
it in ſettling me in the Country, whither 
I am reſolved to retire. I ſhall then 

G 6 want 


132 The FoRTUN ATI Discovery. 
want nothing to complete my Happineſs, 
but your coming to live with me. Your 
Preſence, Example, and Advice, will be 
of infinite Uſe to me.“ 

Dear Niece, ſaid Mrs. Meadows (for 1 
muft uſe myſelf to call you thus) I am 
extremely pleaſed with the Generoſity of 
your Diſpoſition, nor do I intend in the 
leaſt to oppoſe your Scheme of Retire- 
ment: one Thing, however, I muſt ob- 
ferve to you---Before you, in a Manner, 
ſeparate yourſelf from the World, it is ne- 
ceſſary that you ſhould know ſomewhat of 
it. You do not know what you are giv- 
ing up, before you have ſeen the Advan- 
tages that you are likely to meet with. 
As to myſelf, I cannot accompany you; 
but with reſpect to your own Behaviour, 
you may regulate that as you ſhall think 
proper, when you have ſtaid here ſome 

Time, 


5 
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Time, in order to know what Life is. De- 
pend upon it, the World is calculated to 
pleaſe a Perſon at your Time of Life; and 
I am ſure it would be your own Fault, if 
you did not make ſome advantageous 
Settlement in it. But in order to this, 
you muſt ſee ſomewhat of the World; 
you muſt go to Plays, Maſquerades, Aſ- 
ſemblies, and the like. Theſe are the 
Amuſements that I ſhall put you in the 


Way of. My dear Aunt, faid I, permit 


me to beg that I may not ſtir out hence, 
while I ſtay in London, I have been too 
well inſtructed in the Danger of publick 
Amuſements, to think of going to them 
with Pleaſure. And this I am ſure of, 
that were Mr, Perry to know it, he 
would be exceedingly ſorry. Truly, in- 
terrupted Mrs. Meadows, you have much 
Reaſon to care whether he is ſorry or no; 

it 
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it is my Buſineſs, and not his. When one 
1s in the World, one muſt do as others 


do. | 
After about an Hour's Converſation, 


pretty much in the ſame Strain, a Foot- 
man from Lady $Sh----y, deſired to ſpeak 
with Mrs. Meadsws. He brought her a 
Note, the Contents of which informed 
her, that her Lady did not intend to go 
into the Country as ſhe had deſigned. 
My Aunt aſked the Footman whether he 
knew how his Miſtreſs was engaged; 
The Man told her, he beheved ſhe was to 
ſup at Lady 7 es. This turns 
out extremely luckily, ſaid Mrs. Mea- 


dows, diſmiſſing the Footman; you ſhall - 


ſup out to Night with an intimate Friend 
of mine. It was in vain that I attempted 
to excuſe myſelf, on account of the Fa- 


tigue I had undergone the Day before. 
She 
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She inſiſted upon it ſo peremptorily, that 
I] could not help complying. She left 
me, in order, as ſhe ſaid, to give ſome 
Directions to the Servants at her Lady's; 
and I remained quite aſtoniſhed at her 
Want of Delicacy in Opinion, and of Pru- 
dence in her Conduct. 

No, ſaid I, to myſelf, this Woman can 
never be my Mother; but, as ſoon as I 
recollected that Mr. Perry had put me into 


her Hands, I blamed myſelf for entertain- 


ing ſuch unwarrantable Suſpicions. Alas! 
ſaid I,, ſhe had not the fame Advantages 
in her Youth that I have been favoured 
with. I reproached myſelf for not aſk- 
ing the Name of my Father; but when 
I conſidered how cruel it would be, thus 
to put my Mother in mind of what ſhe 
ſhould wiſh to forget, 1 determined at 
length to go to Mr. Perry, the next Day, 

and 
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and give him an Account of my Situa- 
tion; not doubting, he would adviſe my 
Mother to ſend me back into the Coun-. 
try. I ſpent near three Hours before I 


came to this Reſolution. It was dark 
when Mrs. Meadows came to call for me 
in a Coach; and notwithſtanding the great 
Reluctance that I expreſſed, ſhe ſtill in- 
ſiſted on my going. All the Information 
I got by the Way was, that the Houſe 
we were going to was a little out of Town. 
Mrs. Meadows likewiſe told me, that it 
was poſſible, we might not find the Lady 
at home, becauſe, in all probability, ſhe 
was gone to the Play ; but that ſhe would 
return as ſoon as it was over. We at 
length arrived at this Country-Houſe, 
though, indeed, I did not perceive that 
we had quitted the Town, My Aunt 
enquired, eagerly, if the Lady was at 


Home, 


— A Ef bye E 


The FoxTunaTE Discovery. 137 
Home, and was anſwered in the Nega- 
tive, but we might come in if we pleaſed. 
We were then conducted into a very neat 
Saloon, on one Side of which was a Cloſet, 
which opened into a Garden. From thence 
we were carried into the upper Apart- 
ments, which were all furniſhed rather 
with Taſte than Magnificence ; and, 
ſoon after, we returned to the Saloon, 
which 1n the mean Time had been lighted 
up. 

About half an Hour after we had been 
there, we heard a Coach in the Court- 
Yard. I had before obſerved ſome Con- 
fuſion in Mrs, Meadows, but juſt at this 
Time it ſeemed greatly to increaſe. I was 
preſſing her to make up to the Lady 
whom I expected, when I ſaw a Man 
come in, whom my Aſtoniſhment at firſt 
prevented from diſtinguiſhing, but you 

may 
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may judge of my Surprize, when I found 
it to be Sir Thomas Drake. Oh! Mother, 
ſaid I, into what Place have you brought 
me ? and inſtantly ſunk down into a 
Chair. Sir Thomas immediately threw 
himſelf upon his Knees: He ſpoke to me 
with great Emotion, took hold of my 
Hands, and would fain have hindered my 
crying out, as allo the Attempts I was 
making to eſcape. 

The baſe Mrs. Meadows, without giv- 
ing me any Aſſiſtance, affected to remon- 
ſtrate, but in a very cool Manner, and 
which ſhe only interrupted by giving me 
the moſt ſhocking Advice that could poſ- 
ſibly be ſuggeſted. I was equally inca- 
pable of liſtening to her Advice, of hear- 
ing her Reproaches, or of attending to 
Sir Thomas, All I depended on, was on 
my crying out, with which I made the whole 
| Build- 
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Building eccho. I flattered myſelf that 
I ſhould make myſelf heard; and that 
Pity, at leaſt, would procure me that Aſ- 
ſiſtance which I ſtood ſo much in need of 
in my preſent Situation. I was at laſt got 
looſe from Sir Thomas, and was going 
towards the Door of the Saloon, in order 
to eſcape, when Sir Thomas got before 
me, and we ſtruggled ſome Time, he to 
hinder, and I to accompliſh the opening 
of the Door. 


while for Aſſiſtance, and felt myſelf pretty 
nigh ſpent, when my Deliverance was ef 


I was calling out all this 


fected by a Perſon from whom I expected 
it the leaſt. A Servant of Sir Thomas's 
opened the Door, but it was not ſo much 
to afford me any Relief, as to acquaint his 
Maſter of the Embarraſſment that would 
enſue, Sir, ſaid he, my Lady SY is 
at the Door; and inſiſts on being let in. 

Sir 
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Sir Thomas upon this was in great Con- 
ſternation, and deſired us to ſtep into 
the Cloſet for a Moment, where we were 
ſcarce entered, when a Lady was intro- 
duced. Sir Thomas attempted, but in 
vain, to ſeem compoſed, and Mrs. Mea- 
dows's firſt Care was to endeavour to open 
the Door that looked into the Garden, in 
order to make her Eſcape, but it was 
barred on the outſide. We were, there- 
fore, obliged to ſtay in the Cloſet with- 
out any Light, where we might eaſily 
hear the Converſation that was going 
forward in the Saloon. 
My Lady began with reproaching Sit 
7 homas for being fo perfidious, after the 
many Attempts he had made to ſeduce 
her, as to think that his Conqueſt was. 
quite ſure, and that he was certain of at- 
taining it. She added, that ſhe thought 
herlelt 
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herſelf ſufficiently happy in not having 
given way to a Weakneſs that would 
ſurely have made her repent of her Cre- 
dulity afterwards. Sir Thomas had but 
little to ſay in his Defence. He told her 
he came to give ſome Directions to his 
Servants, and to ſay that he did not in- 
tend to ſup there. How is it poſſible, 
ſaid the Lady, that I can believe you? It 
was with the utmoſt Difficulty that you 
engaged me to Supper. You know very 
well how averſe I was to the complying ; 
you told me that your whole Intention 
was to pleaſe me; and that you had no- 
thing to interrupt you, and yet this very 
Day you came and acquainted me, that 
you was obliged to go into the Country 
upon Buſineſs of Importance. I was fo 
fooliſh as to believe you, and accordingly 


paid a Viſit to Lady T———e; where 


A 
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a Gentleman came in, and aſked me, how 8 
I came to be without you, adding, that rece 
you was gallanting it away at the Play, N W. 
where he had left you, with the beautiful out 
Miſs Cy. Upon that, I muſt own, mo 
I ſuſpected you had deceived me, and ac- anc 


cordingly came here to know the Truth; yo1 
and find you as much embarraſſed, and bet 
out of Countenance, as People that act pa 
like you moſt uſually are. You tell me of 
you are going away; your Horſes I know wi 
are in the Stable, and your Servants are WI 
making ready the Entertainment you de- wi 
ſign ior my Rival, Beſides, ſaid ſhe, I T 
am ſure you are not alone; but, by the to 
Diſorder you are in, this Conqueſt ſeems ar 
to have coſt you very dear. Will you to 
not favour me with a Sight of that little h 
Prude, who comes Abroad thus to frighten d 
her Lovers ? t 


Sir 


. 
how 
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Sir Thomas, who had Time at laſt to 


recollect himſelf, interrupted her thus: 
Well, Madam, have you had your Jeſt 
out? You think me, I dare ſay, the 
moſt contemptible Creature you know, 
and you have pretty openly betrayed 
your own Want of Temper upon no 
better a Foundation than Suſpicion. I 
paid a Viſit this Morning to the Duke 
of K----- I found Lord Charles M----- 


with him, and they were both at a Loſs 


where they ſhould ſpend the Evening 


with ſome Ladies of their Acquaintance. 
The Duke having left his Country-Houſe 
to Mils C----y, he aſked me for mine; 
and you know it was out of my Power 
to refuſe him ; I therefore offered to give 
him a Supper, depending upon the Or- 
ders that I had already given, in Expec- 
The Duke 
readily 


tation of your Company. 
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readily accepted my Propoſal, on Condi. 
tion that I would make one in the Party, 
As I thought there was no Need of ac- 
quainting you with this Detail, I pre- 
tended that Buſineſs called me into the 
Country, and this 1s all the Baſeneſs with 
which you have been pleaſed to reproach 
me. As to the reſt, Madam, you {ce 
| how exceedingly you have expoſed your- 
ſelf. In all probability the Duke and the 
Ladies will come preſently, are you wil- 
ling they ſhould find you here? You had 
better take my Advice, and retire; I am 
very ready to follow you, ſince I can very 
eaſily excuſe my Abſence to the Duke. 
No, no, Sir, ſaid my Lady, unfortunately 
for yourſelf, your Pretence is ſo groſs, 
that, in a Manner, it detects itſelf. I will 
not be duped ſo continually as I have 


been; I happen, luckily, to know the 
£ v very 
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very Place where the Duke is engaged, 
and I can give you my Word he will not 
trouble you To-night. I would lay a 
good Wager, that C----y is the Perſon to 
whom I am to be ſacrificed ; but, if. you 
wait for her, I aſſure you, you'll be diſap- 
pointed. I know what became of her as 
ſoon as the Play was over. Lord T---- 
had pre-engaged her; it was with this 
Perſuaſion, that I preſumed to come hi- 
ther, and reproach you in the Manner 
that you deſerve; and till farther aſſure 
you, that you will never get the better of 
that Contempt, which your this Day's 
Behaviour has given me for you. Sir 
Thomas replied warmly, and both Parties 
began to be incenſed againſt each other. 
Mrs. Meadows,who heard what paſled as 
well as me, was terribly alarmed : As for 


me, who expected that this Lady's coming 
Vol. II. H would 
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would deliver me from the Danger to 
which I was expoſed, I was far from being 
difpleaſed at her Viſit. I would have 
opened the Cloſet Door immediately, and 
preſented myſelf to my Lady with that 
Confidence which Innocence naturally 
inſpires, had not Mrs. Meadows pre- 
vented me: As I had Reaſon to fear 
that the Lady, provoked as ſhe was at 
Sir 7homas's Behaviour, would preſently 
go away, and leave me in the ſame Situa- 
tion as before; I made new Efforts, which 
Mrs. Meadocos could no longer prevent. 
The Noiſe that I made, engaged the La- 
dy's Attention, and ſhe opened the Door. 
Our Surprize at ſeeing each other was 


pretty near equal; and although my Eyes 
were almoſt drowned in Tears, I recol- 


lected immediately that it was my Lady 
$þ----y, my Mother's Miſtreſs, whom TI 
had 
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had ſeen that very Day at Church. Nor 
was ſhe at all leſs forward in making out 
who I was. What, ſaid ſhe, 1s this the 


pretty Thing that was fo ſtared at, at 


Church to Day, and have you ſeduced 
her already? I congratulate you upon it. 
As for you, Child, continued ſhe, ad- 
drefling herſelf to me, I muſt own that 


your prim Countenance deceived me. I 
never ſuſpected in the Morning that you 


Alas! Madam, 
ſaid I, throwing myſelf at her Feet, I be- 


was Sir Thomas's 


ſcech you to hear me; my Mother 
brought me here---She fetched me out of 
the Country. Your Mother, ſaid my 
Lady, where is the wicked Wretch ? No, 
Madam, faid I, I have made a Miſtake ; 
it is my Aunt ; ſhe is in the Cloſet, and 


will confirm to you the Truth of what I 


have been relating. 


H 2 [ 
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I was confounded that the Name of 
Mother had inadvertently eſcaped me ; 
and being willing to make amends for 
the Imprudence I had been guilty of, I 
did not confider that I was going to in- 
creaſe my Lady's Suſpicions, by ſubſti- 
tuting the Title of Aunt in its Stead, 
Poor Child, faid my Lady, you are not 
yet Miſtreſs of your Trade. Pray let us 
| ſee this honeſt Gentlewoman, that is both 
your Mother and Aunt. 

Sir Themas attempted, but in vain,to . 
der her from going into the Cloſet, where 
Mrs. Meadows was concealed ; and ſhe, 
on the other hand, endeavoured to faſten 
herſelf in; but my Lady forced open the 
Door, and while ſhe was employed in 
looking about for the Perſon who could 
no longer eſcape her, Sir Thomas came 
to me, and would fain have perſuaded me 

7 to 


y 

The Fox TunaTEt DiscovERx. 149 
to have gone home under the Conduct of 
one of his People; but I refuſed to en- 
truſt myſelf to any of their Management. 
No, Sir, faid I, I am deſirous, that my 
Lady ſhould be fully convinced of my 
Innocence. She at laſt came out of the 
Cloſet, dragging after her Mrs. Meadows, 
almoſt dead with the Fright. Is it you, 
ſaid my Lady, as ſoon as the had Time to 
recollect her; and is this Creature impu- 
dent enough, to call you her Mother, and 
her Aunt? What is the Meaning, pray, 
of her claiming Kindred with you? And 
how long have you had this Daughter, or 
this Niece, if you had rather have her 
called ſo? Speak, thou infamous Creature, 
I inſiſt upon knowing the Meaning of all 


this; and, if you will not tell me the 


Truth immediately, I ſhall rid my Hands 
of yau at once. 


H 3 Sir 


* 
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Sir Thomas would fain have appeaſed ol 


her, and endeavoured to divert her from W 
her Purpoſe, by turning the Converſa- 8 
tion; but ſhe deſired him to hold his th 
Tongue, calling him at the ſame Time, hi 
the moſt worthleſs, and baſeſt Creature * 
that ſne had ever met with. As to me, - 
J was ſtill on my Knees, very much * 
aſtoniſhed at what J had ſeen, and not ” 
daring to open my Mouth, expecting that 8 
my Mother would juſtify my Behaviour. L 
But you may gueſs my Surprize, when A 
Mrs. Meadows, intimidated by the Threats a] 
of her Lady, threw herſelf on her Knees, 0 
imploring her Compaſſion, and declaring be 
that ſhe was, in reality, neither my Mo- a 


ther, nor my Aunt ; that ſhe had, in- 
deed, ſuffered herſelf to be corrupted by b 
Sir Thomas, who had engaged her, by v 


giving her ſome Papers (probably Copies * 
| _ of 


ſed 


are 


ich 
10. 
nat 


en 
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of thoſe I had, which he had wrote out, 
when left in his Hands by Duncombe) to 
make me believe that ſhe was my Mo- 
ther; that ſhe had complied with this, in 
hopes of a great Reward from Sir Thomas, 
and this had induced her to diſcover it as 
a Secret to Mr. Perry, who had brought 
me to Town. She ſaid, indeed, ſhe was 
not privy to Sir Thomas's ill Deſigns a- 
gainſt me, and proteſted, in vain, to her 
Lady, that ſhe did not believe he had any 
criminal ones; and even went ſo far as to 
appeal to me, for a Witneſs of the Truth 
of what ſhe had been ſaying; but as ſhe 
was now no longer my Mother, I did not 
trouble myſelf any farther about her. 

My Lady was, however, very far from 
being convinced of her Innocence; mine 
was a little ſuſpected, but in a ſhort Time 


was cleared up to both our Satisfactions. 
H 4 | Well, 
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Well, ſaid my Lady, turning herſelf 
towards me, you are going, I ſuppole, to 
-confirm what ſhe has ſaid, and would en- 
deavour to perſuade me that you came 
here very innocently. Yes, Madam, re- 
plied I, with more Aſſurance than I could 
have hoped for, this Woman has deceived 
me, by pretending to be my Mother; 
Mr. Perry, I do not doubt, has been de- 
ceived by her too, ſince he was the Per- 
| fon that brought me up to Town. As 
to Sir Thomas's and the Woman's De- 
fign, I am afraid they were none of the 
beſt. What do you dare, Polly, ſaid Sir 
Thomas, interrupting me, do you dare to 
aſſert ------- Yes, 1 dare Sir, continued T, 
to aſſert this Truth, that ever ſince the 
Death of your Uncle, Colonel Grimſtone, 


you have been continually tormenting me. 


What, ſaid my Lady, are you the Girl 


that 
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that Colonel Grimſtone brought up, and 
whom Sir Thomas has ſo frequently men- 
tioned? Yes, Madam, faid I, a little 
abaſhed at what ſhe had ſaid. It is 
enough, ſaid my Lady, I want no farther 
Information. Come, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, 
and follow me ; let us leave this Monſter 
to his own tormenting Conſcience. As 
for you, continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf 
to Mrs. Meadows, I deſire I may lee you 
no more, I ſhall let your Friends know 
the Manner you have behaved in; it is 
very lucky for you that you have any, or, 
I ſhould have puniſhed you in the Man- 
ner you deſerve. _ 

I got up cloſe to my Lady, Sir T, bomas 
made ſome Attempts to pull me back, 


when my Lady, caſting a Look of the ut- 
moſt Indignation at him, took me under 
the Arm, and led me to her Coach, that 

H 5 was 
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was waiting for her at the Door, and we 
drove to her Houſe. Here I thanked 
her ſo tenderly, for the Danger ſhe had 
delivered me from, that ſhe ſeemed greatly 
affected, and made me tell her my Story, 
of which ſhe had heard but an imperfe& 
Account. I then told her that I had left 
ſome Cloaths, and Papers of Conſequence 
at Mrs Rigby's, in her Neighbourhood ; 
and, accordingly, ſhe went with me there, 
ahd ſtood by while I packed up whatever 
belonged to me. I then went back with 
my Lady, who would have me ſup with 
her, and allotted me an Apartment, which, 
ſhe told me was at my Service as long as 
1 pleaſed, making me, at the ſame Time, 
very generous Offers if I would come and 
live with her. 

Notwithſtanding the Obligations that 
her Goodneſs laid me under, yet the Re- 


membrance 
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membrance of the weak Condition 1 had 
left Miſs Fanny in at my Departure, and 


the Dangers that I imagined I ſhould be 


continually expoſed to in London, and eſ- 
pecially in the Houſe of ſo thoughtleſs, 
and giddy a young Lady, as Lady 9 
was, determined me to refuſe the Offers 
that were made me. I deſired her Leave 
to write to Mr. Perry the next Day ; and 
that I might invite Mrs. Duncombe to 
come and ſee me. She made no Objec- 
tions, and defired I would employ her 
Servants on my Meſſages. 

When Mrs. Duncembe received my 
Note, ſhe was preparing to make me a 
Viſit, having been informed of what had 
happened by Sir Thomas. I ſhall not en- 
ter into a Detail of a Converſation, which 
turned only upon Particulars already' 
known; and ſhall content myſelf with oh- 


H 6 ſerving, 
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ſerving, that, although Sir Thomas had 
charged her to give me to underſtand, 
that the only Deſign he had in View, was 
to force me to the Match he had before 
offered to my Acceptance, ſhe ſeemed a 
good deal aftected at his continual teazing 
me; and, ſcarce let flip a Day with- 
out coming to ſee me, during the ſhort 
Stay I made in London. As to Mr. Perry, 
he was ſo ill of the Gout, that he could 
not ſtir abroad; however, he wrote me 
Word, that he ſhould be glad to fee me at 
his Houſe. Accordingly, I went in Com- 
pany with Mrs. Dancombe, and found that 
he had already been informed by my 
Letter of the Manner in which he had 
been impoſed on. He ſeemed to me al- 
moſt inconſolable for having innocently 

had a Hand in laying a Snare for my Vir- 

tue. And, although he had been drawn 
in 
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in by his Good- nature to commit an Er- 
ror which might have proved the Occa- 
ſion of my Deſtruction; he reproached 
himſelf for it as a Crime, and promiſed to 
repair it by his Increaſe of Affection, and 
Attachment to my Intereſt; and admoniſh- 


ed Mrs. Duncombe not to leave me during 


my Stay in London. As to what I ſaid in 
relation to Lady Drake, he adviſed me not 
to ſee her, adding, as a Reaſon, that in 
all Probability, ſhe was privy to her Huſ- 
band's Deſigns. 

I ſtaid three Days longer in 1 
during which Time I only ſaw Mrs. Dun- 
combe and her Huſband. I reprimanded 
him for his. Indiſcretion, which, notwith- 
ſtanding his Attachment to me, had con- 


tinually proved prejudicial to my Intereſt. 
He acknowledged his Imprudence, in 


having put the Certificate into Sir Tho- 
mas's 
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mas's Hands, which had been of uſe to 
him, in laying a moſt deteſtable Snare for 
me; but promiſed faithfully to be more 
cautious for the future; and I continued 


to truſt him, without repenting of it af- 


ter. 

I ſaw Lady SH : y every Morning, who 
would not ſuffer me to be any where elſe 
than at her Houſe. She ſeemed to like 
me better and better every Day, was con- 
tinually making me repeat the ſeveral In- 
cidents that had befallen me; and when 


I had given her an Account of the ſeveral 


Stratagems that Sir Thomas had made uſe 
of to ſeduce me, and of the great Service 
the Remembrance of the Colonel's In- 
ſtructions had proved to me, ſhe ſeemed 
for a While wholly loſt in Reflection, and, 
then as it were recollecting herſelf, How 


happy 


. 
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happy are you, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, in hav- 
ing had a good Education ! She ſeldom 
ſaid this without Tears in her Eyes. I 
was the more affected, inaſmuch, as I 


flattered myſelf, that I had revived in her 


Mind Sentiments of Virtue. 

Lady $h---y and I now ſeemed fo well 
pleaſed with each other, that we were 
equally concerned at the Time of our Se- 
paration, which I was prepared for, by a 
Letter from Mr. Perry, in which he ac- 
quainted me, that he ſhould ſend a Coach 
the next Day, to convey me to Beccons- 
field, when I could not help feeling a very 
pleaſant Senſation, at the Hope of ſeeing 
Miſs Fanny ſo ſoon. But Lady Sy was 
ſo much concerned, that it affected me 
with a great Degree of Tenderneſs. 

We got to Becconsfield by Dinner the 
next Day, when the whole Houſe ſeemed 

rejoiced 
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mags Hands, which had been of uſe to 
him, in laying a moſt deteſtable Snare for 
me; but promiſed faithfully to be more 
cautious for the future; and I continued 
to truſt him, without repenting of it af. 
ter. 

I ſaw Lady Sh----y every Morning, who 
would not ſuffer me to be any where elſe 
than at her Houſe. She ſeemed to like 
me better and better every Day, was con- 
tinually making me repeat the ſeveral In- 
cidents that had befallen me; and when 
I had given her an Account of the ſeveral 
Stratagems that Sir Thomas had made uſe 
of to ſeduce me, and of the great Service 
the Remembrance of the Colonels In- 
ſtructions had proved to me, ſhe ſeemed 


for a While wholly loſt in Reflection, and, 


then as 1t were recollecting herſelf, How 
happy 
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happy are you, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, in hav- 
ing had a good Education! She ſeldom 
ſaid this without Tears in her Eyes. I 
was the more affected, inaſmuch, as I 
flattered myſelf, that I had revived in her 
Mind Sentiments of Virtue. 

Lady $Sh---y and I now ſeemed ſo well 
pleaſed with each other, that we were 
equally concerned at the Time of our Se- 
paration, which I was prepared for, by a 
Letter from Mr. Perry, in which he ac- 
quainted me, that he ſhould ſend a Coach 
the next Day, to convey me to Beccons- 
field, when I could not help feeling a very 
pleaſant Senſation, at the Hope of ſeeing 
Miſs Fanny ſo ſoon. But Lady SY was 
ſo much concerned, that it affected me 
with a great Degree of Tenderneſs. 

We got to Becconsfield by Dinner the 
next Day, when the whole Houſe ſeemed 


rejoiced 
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rejoiced at my Arrival. I enquired im- 
mediately after Miſs Fanny's Health, but 
had the Misfortune to hear, that ſhe had 
had a Relapſe. I went then to Mrs. Hamp- 
den, who told me, ſhe had expreſſed great 
Deſire to ſee me, and was continually 
wiſhing that I would return into the 
Country. 

Mrs. Hampden's Account gave me ſo 
much Concern, that I was unable to make 
any Reply. The ardent Defire I had to 
ſee Miſs Fanny was damped, through the 
Apprehenſions that ſhe might not be well 
enough to ſee me; I was in this inactive, 
and, as I may truly ſay, ſtupid Situation, 
when Word was brought me, that Miis 
Fanny deſired my Company. Mrs. Hamp- 
den thought it proper to accompany me, 
in order to moderate the Tranſports we 


might otherwiſe have given way to. As 
ſoon 
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ſoon as I came up to her, I threw myſelf 
into her Arms, and our mutual Tears 
were for a long Time the only Inter- 

preters of our Hearts. Mrs. Hampden 
was afraid of the fatal Conſequences that 
ſo affecting an Interview might be of to 
Miſs Fanny, in her weak Situation, and 
therefore begged me to withdraw; I in- 
treated a Permiſſion to ſtay ſome Time 
longer, when the Phyſician, who was un- 
doubtedly the beſt Judge what Effect my 
Preſence would have on the ſick Perſon, 
approved of my Earneſtneſs, and went ſo 
far, as to give me Leave to ſet up with her 
that Night, If any Thing was capable 
of being an Addition to my Joy, it was 
undoubtedly this Permiſſion, and I had 
this farther Comfort, that Fanny herſelf 


made no other Objection to it than what 
| aroſe 


ol 
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aroſe from her Apprehenſions of its being 


troubleſome to me. 
As ſoon as it was dark we were left 


to ourſelves, and accordingly reſumec our 
uſual Tenderneſs. Oh! my dear Polly, 


faid ſhe, in a feeble Tone of Voice, what 
Uneaſineſs has your Abſence occaſioned | 


I ſhould be glad, if you have no Objection, 
to hear what has happened ſince I had the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing you. I complied im- 
mediately with her Requeſt, and gave her 
an Account of every Thing that had be- 
fallen me ſince my Departure from Bec- 
consfield, in which I was frequently inter- 
rupted by the Interjections ſhe threw out 
at the Mention of the Names of Sir The- 
mas, and Mrs. Meadows, againſt whom 
ſhe could not help expreſſing her Indig- 
nation in the ſtrongeſt Terms. I ſhort- 
ened, as much as poſſible, the Recital of 


an 


gr 
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an Affair, with which I perceived ſhe was 
ſo affected. I mentioned the Effect which 
it ſeemed to have had on Lady $h---y, the 
great Civilities ſhe had ſhewn me, and the 
Promiſe we had made of writing to each 
other. This Part of my Narrative ap- 
peaſed, in ſome Meaſure, Miſs Fanny's 
Reſentment, and ſeemed to have put out 
of her Mind the reſt of the Incidents. 


Jou ſee, my Dear, ſaid ſhe, how exten- 


ſive the Influence of a good Example is; 
if this Lady's Sentiments are as virtuous 
as by your Account they ſeem to be, it 1s 
to you that the Revival of them is princi- 
pally owing, and you ought to conſider it 


as the moſt valuable Reward for Inno- 


cency of Life, and Integrity of Heart. 
As I perceived that by this Time ſhe grew 
compoſed, I laid hold of the Opportunity 
to intreat her to take ſome Reſt; and ſhe 

imagining 
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imagining that I ſtood in need of ſome 
myſelf, made not the leaſt Objection to 
my Propoſal. 

The Phyſician, when he came in the 


Morning, found her ſo much altered for 
the better, that he could not help ſaying 
to Mrs. Hampden, who came in with him, 
pointing to me at the fame Time, Here, 
Madam, is Miſs Fanny's moſt effect ual 
Remedy. She has no farther Occaſion 
for me. This Lady has done more in one 
Night, than all the Phyſick I could have 
given her in a Twelvemonth. You may 
be ſure I was wonderfully pleaſed with 
this Account; and let it be ſufficient to 
obſerve, that Miſs Fanny grew better and 
better every Day. 

It was now ſome Time fince I had 
heard from Mr. Drake, and as I knew he 
was in the Army, it was an additional 

Conſidera- 


12e 
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Conſideration to make me uneaſy. Miſs 
Fanny, who, as I have ſaid before, was 


my chief Confidant in this Affair, adviſed 


me to write to him, which I accordingly 
did. I related the whole Affair that had 
befallen me at London, knowing he was 
at too great a Diſtance for me to be 
apprehenſive of his Reſentment againſt 
his Brother; and beſides, I had given 
him ſuch ſolemn Aſſurances of dealing 
ſincerely with him in every Thing that 
reſpected myſelf, that I ſhould have 
thought myſelf to blame, if I had con- 
cealed it from him. 

A few Days after I had ſent this Let- 
ter, I received one from Lady SH. Y. I 
mention this Correſpondence, to give my 
Readers an Account of a Connexion be- 
tween us, that afterwards contributed to 
the happieſt Incident of my Life; and, 

therefore, 
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therefore, it may not be amiſs to give a 
little Deſcription of her. 

She was not much above twenty-five 
Years of Age, had been left a Widow, with- 
out any Children,at the Ageof twenty-two, 
was originally a Merchant's Daughter, 


whom Lord $h---y had taken a Liking to, on 


Account of her Fortune, for ſhe could not be 


ſaid to be handſome, being rather a fine, than 
a beautiful Woman. Iler Underſtanding 
was lively, and her Manner of thinking 


on molt Subjects, uncommonly delicate. 
Her Fault was the having rather too 
much Vivacity, ſince it ſometimes evapo- 
rated into Giddineſs, and frequently bor- 
dered on Levity. Her Foible was an 
earneſt Deſire to pleaſe every one; and, 


indeed, ſhe would have deſerved univerſal 


Approbation, could ſhe have prevailed on 


herſelf, to ſhew leſs Attention to her own 


Perion, 
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Perſon, and more Steadineſs in her Beha— 


viour. 
The Portrait I have here drawn of 


Lady $h---y is not to be ſuppoſed to have 
been done on a ſlight Acquaintance with 
her. It is the Reſult of ſome Years Study 
of her Character, and of more Experience 
of the World than I was Miſtreſs of in 
my younger Days. The Letters that I 
wrote in Anſwer to hers, required a much 
abler Head than mine to conduct them 
with Addreſs; and therefore I applied 
to Miſs Farr, to overlook them. The 
diſcreet and wile Counſels that ſhe gave 
in my Name, made me riſe ſo in Lady 
Vs Eſteem, that ſhe afterwards put 
her greateſt Confidence in me. I was the 
more pleaſed with this new Acquaintance, 
inaſmuch as I found Lady Drake had quite 
torgot me, and indeed her Loſs was am- 


ply 
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ply made up to me, by the Friendſhip of 
Lady $h---y. I hope the Reader will ex- 
cuſe this Digreſſion, which I thought ne- 
ceſſary, and ſuffer me to reſume the 


Thread of my Narration. 
Since my Return from London, and 


Miſs Fanny's Recovery, I had ſpent four 
Months with a good deal of Tranquillity, 
much more than I had done ever ſince 


the Colonel's Death. I was now in the 
ſixteenth Year of my Age, and was doubt- 
ing with myſelf, whether I ſhould ſtay any 


longer at Becconsficld, or comply with 
Lady $h---y's Invitation to come and live 
with her. I had, indeed, conſidered this 


Retirement as very neceſlary at the Time 
that I thought Mr. Drake ſeemed incon- 


ſtant; and afterwards, I was apprehen- 


five, that the low Circumſtances of my 


pretended Mother would prove a Bar to Re 
our 


1 
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our Union. But now theſe Impediments 
no longer ſubſiſted, J indulged my Ima- 
gination with the moſt flattering Hopes; 
and every Letter that I received from 
Mr. Drake, ſo thoroughly convinced me 
of his Sincerity and Affection, that I 


could not think it would be right in me 


to diſappoint him---But of this, more here- 
aſter. 
I have already obſerved, that Lady 
Drake ſeemed to have forgot me, and, 
indeed, J had not heard from her ſince 
ſhe called upon me at Becconsfield, in her 
Return from Devonſhire. The only Ac- 
counts that had. been given me of her, 
were conveyed by Duncombe, or his Wife. 
| knew that ſhe had frequently ſpoke of 
me, as of a proud, conceited Girl, who 
had taken it into her Head to be in love 
with her Brother-in-law z the Conſe- 
Vol., II. I quence 
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quence of which would be either the Loſs 
of my Reputation, or the making myſelf 
unhappy for Life. This being ſaid by a 
Woman of known Integrity, and Up- 
rightneſs of Behaviour, gave me a good 
deal of Concern; but this; however, was 
greatly alleviated by the Comfort afforded 
me by Mr. Drake's kind Letters, which 
convinced me, not only of his Sincerity, 
but that my Lady was as unjuſt in her 
Opinion of him, as ſhe was indifferent, in 
reſpect to me. The Reader then may 
judge of the Surprize I was in, when be- 
ing told, Mr. Duncombe wanted to ſpeak 
with me, and that he had a Letter for me, 
from my Lady. The Melancholy which 
appeared ſettled in his Countenance, 
made me apprehenſive of ſome terrible 
Misfortune ; which was farther increaſed 
by his refuſing to anſwer me any Que- 

ſtions, 
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{tions, intreating me only to read the Let- 
ter he had brought, as that, he faid, 
would give me ſufficient Information. I 
then opened the Letter, but with more 
Dread than Impatience, and found the 
Contents to be as follows, 


My Dear PorLLy, 


« am almoſt overwhelmed with Griet, 
My Huſband is at the Point of Death. 
He has ordered me to write to you; and 
begs you will ſet out immediately on the 
Receipt of this, in the Coach he has ſent 
for you. He longs earneſtly to ſee you 
and the Alteration which his Sickneſs has 
produced in his Sentiments, will remove 
any Objection that you might otherwiſe 
have. I beg Leave to add my Intreaties 
to his, on this Occaſion ; and wiſh for it, 
perhaps, with as much Earneſtneſs as he 


I 2 does, 


172 The For TunaTt Discovery. 


does, The Shortneſs of the Time, and 
the Extremity of the Caſe, will not per- 
mit me to ſay any more than that I am 


oF * 
Your's, ſincerely, 
E. Drake.” 


This Letter renewed in my Mind my 
former Sentiments of Tenderneſs for my 
Lady; and the Condition I found Sir Tho- 
mas was now in, made me forget all the 
Complaints that I had to make againſt 
him. I immediately examined Duncombe, 
with reſpect to his Illneſs. Alas! Madam, 
ſaid he, almoſt drowned in Tears, Sir 
7 homas's Danger is not the Effect of any 
natural Diſtemper, but the unhappy Con- 
{equence of an Affair he was concerned in 
with a Woman of Faſhion, as it is ſup- 
poſed, for he himſelf has refuſed to lay 
any Thing of the Matter. A few Nights 


ago, 


| 
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ago, he was brought home wounded, in 
three Places, one of which being through 
the Breaſt, is apprehended to be mortal. 
None of his Servants were at all privy to 
this Accident; he having ſent them all 
home as ſoon as he came out of the Play- 
houſe, It was a Surgeon, into whoſe 


lands ſome Strangers had put him, that 


conducted him home. As ſoon as he was 


ſenſible of the Danger he was in, he en- 
quired for you, and inſiſted on ſending 
his Coach for you immediately, and on 
my Lady's writing to intreat you to come. 
And, indeed, added Duncombe, I cannot 
help beſeeching you not to lole any Time, 
to give him the Comfort he ſtands in (© 
much need of. As I was concerned for 
Sir 7 hbomas's Situation, I did not ſtay de- 


bating any longer with Dancombe, but 


immediately communicated the Contents 
13 of 


174 The Fox ruN ATT Discovtrv. 


of my Lady's Letter to Miſs Fanny, why 
adviſed me by all Means to comply with 
the Requeſt. I made all the Haſte 1 
could, in packing up my Things; and, 
after a tender Parting with Miſs Tann, 
got into the Coach, and in little more than 
three Hours, arrived at Sir Thomas's. 

I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe the me- 
lancholy Situation in which I found my 
Lady, nor the Kindneſs with which ſhe 
received me. It was a Renewal of Friend. 
ſhip, ſo tender and reciprocal, that it af. 
tected us equally. From her I learned 
Sir Thomas's Danger; and that he was 
now engaged with a couple of Lawyers, 
in making his Will; that on the Mor- 
row a very dangerous Operation was to 
be performed; in ſhort, Sir Thomas's Si- 
tuation was not at all concealed from 
my Lady, becauſe, as they had no Chil- 


dren, 


drt 
for 
he 
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dren, it was probable ſhe might have 
ſome Matters to ſettle ; however, I found 
her abſolutely incapable of taking any 
Advantage of her Tluſband's Weakneſs, 
but ſeemed wholly taken up in refleAing, 
on the cruel Separation, which was footr 
to take place. 

In alittle while, Word was brought us, 
that the Lawyers were gone, and Sir 
Thomas had inquired if T was come? I 


found my Concern increaſe in proportion 
as the Time of my ſeeing him drew nigh. 
My Lady conducted me herſelf to her 
Huſband's Apartment; and when J ap- 
proached his Bed-ſide, Sir J homas turned 
towards me, and immediately melted into 
Tears. He could only make Signs, that 
he defired to be left alone with me, and, 
accordingly, his Requeſt was immediately 
complied with, I threw myſelf on my 

14 Knces, 
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Knees, and took hold of his Hand, which 
he ſtretched out for that Purpoſe, but 
was not able to ſpeak. After ſome litile 
Time, having collected the few ſcattered 
Spirits he had left, he ſaid, What a me— 
lancholy Proſpect does my preſent Situa- 
tion afford you] Tho”, when you conſider 
how continually I nave perſecuted you, in- 
ſtead of exciting your Pity it ſhould move 
only your Contempt. No Sir, ſaid I, in a 
Tone of Voice that was almoſt ſtifled with 
frequent Sighs, Nothing has ever been 
able to efface the Sentiments of Gratitude 
and Reſpect that I owe you. Indeed, 
Sir, I ſhould be willing, if it were poſ- 
ſible, to give up my own Lite that yours 
might be preſerved. God forbid you 
ſhould, ſaid he, in a more compole« 
Manner”; riſe, I beſeech you, and do not 


weep any more. I know, and feel that 
all 
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ut all the Art they employ to keep me alive 
le is wholly ineffectual : J have deſerved, 
K and do now wiſh for Death, ſince in what 
on other Moment could I wait for it with 
a. leſs Apprehenſions? J acknowledge the 
er many Sins J have been guilty of, with 
1- Horror and Contrition, and I am now 
Cc ſuffering the Puniſhment they have 
brought upon me. This, one would ima- 
h gine, my dear Polly, is ſufficient Matter 
n for Confidence, and even for rejoicing. 
le Why am I not at liberty to lay before 
l, you the preſent Situation of my Mind? 
. My Strength is not ſufficient, my Lime 
'S 15 ſhort; and I muit therefore employ 
U the few Moments I have left in telling 
d you the Motives of my ſending for you 
t hither, T have offended and injurcd 
it you, and tor that J aſk your Pardon. I 
Il deteſt my own Unworthineſs, and ad- | 


| 5 Imre 
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mire your Virtues; and if I was fo un- 
happy as to ſurvive my preſent Illneſs, I 
would uſe my utmoſt Endeavours to imi- 
tate them in my Practice, Beſides the 
Favour of your Pardon, which I hope 
you will grant me, I have another to aſk, 
I know the Attachment that my Brother 
has for you, and believe it to be ſuch as 
is worthy of your Acceptance ; but, my 
dear Polly, your Virtue and Fortitude will 
never permit you to act unworthily of 
yourſelf, or contrary to the Deſigns of a 
Family of which he will ſoon be the Head 
and chief Support. "Tis to you, my Dear, 
that I thought proper to open mylelf on 
this Head, more eſpecially as I thought 
you capable of a Fortitude which I ſhoul( 
perhaps have fought for in vain in my 
Brother, 


Sir 


hc 
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Sir Thomas ſtopped here, as well to wait 
for my Anſwer as conſtrain'd to do it thro? 
his own extreme Weakneſs, I had ſtill 
hold of his I Iand, and was ſo deeply at- 
fected with the melancholy Situation he 
was in, that I was not able to utter a 
Word. I was a good deal moved with 
ſeeing him thus; but then the Suhject 
he had been talking of was of ſo intereſt- 
ing a Nature that I did not dare to truſt 
myſelf to make any Reply. I knew he ex- 
pecteda Kind of Promiſe from me, and I hac 
not Courage enough to impoſe on myſelſ 10 
rigorous an Obligation. You make me no 
Anſwer, continued Sir 7 homas, after hav- 
ing taken a little Breath ; am I mikaken 
then in the Opinion T had formed of the 
Generolity of your Sentiments? No, that 
can never be. I will not lay before you 
the Obligations you arc under to my Fa- 

1 6 nüly, 
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mily, nor will I mention what I have done 
this very Day in your Favour. Think 
only of this, that I am dying, and that 
my laſt Requeſt is to have a Proof of 
your Fſteem. Theſe laſt Words melted 
me into Tears, and prevented me from 
preparing to make any Reply. No, Sir, 
faid J, you ſhall not be miſtaken, I will 
never ſuſſer your Brother to diſgrace him- 
ſelf by an Alliance which he may ſome 
Time or other have reaſon to be aſhamed 
of, This I give you my Word of, and 
you may depend on my keeping, it. It 


is enough, ſaid Sir Thomas, ſqueezing 


my Hand gently ; forgive me the Inſurics 


J have done you, and I ſhall dic con- 
tented. I would fain have made an An- 
ſwer; but I could not bring out my 
Words, by reaſon of the Sighs and "Fears 
that choaked up my Voice. Juſt at this 


Iime 
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Time ſomebody came into the Room. 
Go, ſaid he, my Dear, and find out 
my Lady. Do not leave her at a Time in 
which ſhe wants you ſo much; comfort 
her, I beſcech you, and do not leave her 
deſolate : I then took my Leave, and on 
going to my Lady found her almoſt ſink - 
ing under the Weight of her Concern. 
In a little Time after, Sir Thomas [ent 
a Meſſage, to deſire to fee her, When 
ſhe returned, I found her more oppreſſe(] 
if poſſible than before. My Lady did 
not go to Bed all that Night, and I fat 
up with her to bear her Company. Sir 
Thomas was very compoſed in Mind but fo 
ill of his Wounds, that there was little 
Hope of Succeſs in the Operation that 
was to be performed; and indeed this 
Night was his laſt, for on the Morrow he 
died while under che J Iands of the Sur- 
gceons. 
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geons. This we were ſoon informed of 
by the Servants crying out, My Lady 
ſwooned away as ſoon as ſhe heard it, 
and was ſo long in that Situation, that 
ſhe had Time to be conveyed to an Aunt 
of hers belore ſhe came to herſelf, 

I have but lightly touched on the Death 
of Sir Thomas, the Diſtreſs of his Widow, 
and the Reſolution ſhe took to retire into 
the Country, that I might the ſooner pals 
on to Particulars in which I was more im- 
mechiately concerned. Sir Thomas hac 
made a Will the Day before his Death, 
by which he made his Brother ſole Lx 
cutor, He left ſome Legacies to his Ser 
vants, particularly a handſome Penſion to 
Duncombe. Beſides this, the Sum of live 


thouſand Pounds he bequeathed to me. 


Another Circumſtance in which I was 


concerned, was the Neceſſity I found my- 
4 lelt 
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ſelf under of accompanying Lady Drake 
into the Country. The Obligations I lay 
under © the Family, and the tender 
Friendſhip that was now revived between 
us, ſeemed to require it at my Hands; be- 
ſides, Miſs Lanny, to whom I imparted 
the whole Affair, adviſed me by all means 
not to leave her Ladyſhip in her diſtreſs- 
ful Situation, I will only add, that No- 
tice was ſent to Mr. Drake in Germany of 
his Brother's Death, deliring him to re— 
pair with all poſſible Speed to London. 
I alſo wrote to him mylelt ; but ſtrictly 
obſerved the Promile I had made to Sir 
Thomas, inſomuch that I began my Letter 
with telling him, that as ſo great an Al- 
tcration had happened in his Circum— 
ſtances, it was now high Time for him 
to think no more of me, but to place his 


Affections on ſome Lady worthy of the 
Rank 


— — > — 
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Rank and Station he held in Life. This 


was not at all agrecable to the real Senti— 


ments of my Heart; but although Sir 
Thomas had in a Manner extorted from 
me the Promile, yet I did not conſider 
it as leſs binding for that Reaſon. 

Sir Thomas's Death was not the only 
Loſs that my Lady had to lament ; for 
we heard in a ſhort Time after, that the 
Admiral, her Father-in law, was ſo ſhocked 
at the Accident which had robbed him of his 
Son, that it had brought on the old Gen- 
tleman's Death. Indeed he had been tor 
fome time very infirm, and but the Sum- 
mer before had two or three very dange- 
rous Attacks; and though this could 
not but be an additional Concern to my 
Lady, yet I believe I may truly ſay I was 
more deeply affected of the two, ſo in- 


violably was I attached to the Intereſt of 
her Brother, I hits 


ſ 
l 


t 
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This laſt Accident increaſed Mr. Drake's 
Buſineſs ; he therefore appointed Mr. 
Gambold, a diſtant Relation, to be his 
Deputy, who accordingly managed Mat- 
ters in ſuch a Manner that the Hurry was 
loon over, and every material Thing 
ſettled. We were ſcarce got into the 
Country before I received a Letter from 
Lady --, wherein ſhe took occaſion 


to obſerve of how much Advantage Sir 
Thomas's Death had been in ſtrengthening 
her Reſolutions, and ended by aſſuring 
me, that ſhe envicd Lady Drake the Hap- 


pineſs of my Company, as that was the 
greateſt Pleaſure ſhe could have propoſed 


to herſelf. As ſoon as were a little ſettled, 
I had Time to give her an Anſwer, and 
with Lady Drake's Leave, I eſtabliſhed a 
Correſpondence with her during the whole 
Time that I ſtaid in the Country. I alſo 


wrote 
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wrote frequently to Miſs Fanny, to all which 
ſhe uſed to return very punctual Anſwers, 
received two from Mr. Drake by her 


Means, but did not venture to ſend any 


Reply. He was not then informed of the 
Alteration of his Circumſtances, and as l 
had already wrote to him on that Subject, 
and did not doubt but as ſoon as he heard 
of it, he would ſet out for England, I 
thought it would be very imprudent to 
run any Hazard of my Letters miſſing 
him. Beſides, the Pleaſure I promiſed my- 
ſelf in ſeeing him, compenſated in ſome 
Meaſure for my not having wrote to him, 
but this Hope was deſtroyed by the firſt 
Letter that my Lady and I received from 
him, in Anſwer to thoſe we had wrote to 

him concerning his Brother's Death. 
I have ſaid, in the former Part of theſe 
Memoirs, that Sir Thomas made an Agrec- 
ment 
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ment to purchaſe a Troop of Dragoons for 
his Brother, The Bargain had been made 
before he ſet out on his Travels; ſo that 
he had not as yet joined the Regiment, 
which was now in Flanders, and going to 
take the Field, It was in this Situation that 
he anſwered my Letter, in which I had 
told him of what might be expected from 
him upon the Alteration of his Circum- 
ftances. He proteſted, that nothing was 
capable of making him alter his Senti- 
ments with reſpect to myſelf; and that, if 
he imagined I had the leaſt Suſpicion of 
the contrary, he would even quit his Duty 
to reproach me for my ill Opinion of him 
and his Sincerity. 

I was too much attached to Mr. Drake's 
Intereſt to leave himinasSituation that might 
poſſibly be prejudicial to it ; and I avoided 


ſaying too much on the Conſtancy of my 
Aﬀec- 


— - - 
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Affection, both on account of my Promiſe 
to Sir Thomas, and the Fear of giving Of- 
fence to the Family, which, I doubted not, 
would highly diſapprove of an Alliance ſo 
unequal. But to return to the Account of 
our Retirement into the Country, 

The Confidence Lady Drake was pleaſed 
toput in me, the Correſpondence I kept up 
with Lady Sh----y and Miſs Fanny, ren- 
dered a Solitude ſupportable which would 
otherwiſe have appeared tedious. I look'd 
indeed on my Separation from Fanny as a 
Sort of Exile; and yet I muſt own that 
the extreme Tenderneſs and Attention 


which Lady Drake ſhewed for me, en- 


dear'd her to me conſiderably. The time 


that my Lady had propoſed to ſpend in the 


Country wasalmoſt at an End. Her Affairs 
were pretty well ſettled ; and finding her- 


ſelf in poſſeſſion of aJointure of nine hun- 
dred 
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dred a Year, ſhe hired a Houſe, and in- 
treated me to live with her, I was ex- 
tremely divided between the Obligations 
T laid under to her, and the Apprehenſions 
of being ſeparated from what I held moſt 
dear (excepting indeed Mr. Drake :) but at 
laſt Matters were ſettled to both our Satis- 


faction. Another Reaſon that I had for 
wiſhing this Retirement at an End, was, 
thatmy Lady had kept conſtantly at Home, 
which I had been in a manner obliged to 
comply with, that ſhe might not be left 
alone : and yet, during this Interval, I had 
oftentimes had a Deſire of paying a Viſit 
to Lady $h---y, who had frequently wrote 
to me; but the cloſe Connex1on that had 
ſubſiſted between her and Sir Tomas, pre- 
vented her from coming to ſee me, as ſhe 
could have wiſhed. I had oftentimes men- 
tioned her to Lady Drake, together with 
the 
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the Reaſons that intereſted me in her Be- 
half; and my Lady approved of the Mo- 
tives of my Gratitude, and aſſured me, 
thatſhe ſhould be very ready to be admitted 
to her Acquaintance whenever there was 
an Opportunity. | 

The Houſe that Lady Drake had lately 
hired, was not far off from Lady $h---y, ſo 
that it was now in my power to viſit her. 
We were both of us overjoyed at ſeeing 
each other, tho? ſhe could not, ſhe ſaid, 
recollect the Beginnning of our Ac- 
quaintance without taking Shame to her- 
ſelf for the Imprudence of her Behaviour, 
and of which I had been an Eye-witneſs. 
She aſſured me that my Innocence, and 
the Uprightneſs of my Example, had 


been of infinite Service to her in defending 


herfrom thoſe Dangers, and preventing her 
from falling into thoſe Snares ſhe ſhould 
other- 
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otherwiſe have been expoſed to. She owned 
that there was a Man of Quality, whoſe 
Affairs were a little embarraſſed by an un- 
happy Accident, which had kept him 
abroad for the Space of fifteen Years, from 
whence he had not been returned many 
Months, who had taken ſuch particular 
Notice of her, that ſhe fancied he was in 
love with her. She confeſſed to me at the 
ſame time, that were he to make his Pro- 
poſals ſhe ſhould not ſhew any Diſincli- 
nation, not only on Account of his Per- 
ſon's being agreeable to her, but more e- 
ſpecially as ſhe conſidered the married State 
as a Kind of Defence againſt the libertine 
Principles and Practices of the preſent Age, 
into which, were ſhe to continue a Widow, 
ſhe might be in Danger of relapſing. I did 
not endeavour to diſſuade my Lady from 


a Match, which was ſeemingly ſo advan- 
tageous. Lord 
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Lord N---, for that was the Name of 
the Perſon ſhe mentioned, was not then 
in Town. His Father's Death, which 
had happened while he was abroad, had 
left Matters in great Confuſion ; and he 
was at that time engaged in a Suit in 
Chancery, upon which great Part of his 
Eſtate was depending. I longed to ſee 
him extremely ; but he was detained ſome 
time by Buſineſs in the Country; ſo that 
the only Judgment I could form of him 
was from the Letters that he wrote to 
Lady SH - y. His Character, as far as ! 
could pick out from them, ſeemed to be 
that of a Man of a lively Underſtanding, 
and of great Integrity, but who was 
grown melancholy thro' a long Series of 
continued Misfortunes. About the End 
of Auguſt he came to Town. 


But 


ut 
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But now I muſt beg Leave to obſerve, 
that | had recorved ſeveral Letters from 


Mr. Dee; the laftt of which informed 


me, that he had been promoted to the 


Rank of a Colonel of Horſe. Nor was 
this the only happy News that I received, 
and which compenſated in ſome meaſure 
for my Abſence from my beloved Fanny. 
She informed me, that her Brother was 
now in Holland, ſettling his Affairs, which 
as ſoon as completed, he ſhould return 
to Town, whither ſhe likewiſe propoſed 
coming to meet him. This, you may be 
ſure, was Matter of extreme Joy to me, 
as I propoſed to myſelf the Pleaſure of 
being continually with her. Miſs Fanny 
likewiſe informed me, that ſhe ſhould 
take upon her the Name of Amburſt, on 


her coming to Town. 


Two Days after I had reccived this 
Vol., II. K Let- 
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Letter, I ſent Duncombe to fetch away my 
Things from Becongfield, and gave him 
at the ſame time an Anſwer for Mis 
{ anny. 
I muſt own, that from the aſſectionate 
Manner in which ſhe had wrote to me 
of her Brother, whom ſhe was ſure, ſhe 
ſaid, I ſhould like as ſoon as I ſaw him, 
and the Hope ſhe expreſſed that, when 


we were once met, we ſhould never again 


be ſeparated ; I began to be apprehenſive 


that ſhe intended him for my Huſband, 
and tho' I took no Notice of this Suſpi- 
cion to her, yet it gave me a good deal 
of Uneaſineſs. 

Duncombe ſet out for Beconsfield the 
Day betore Lord N---- was to come to 
London. I had ſuch an earneſt Deſire 


to ſee him, that, with Lady Drake's Per- 


miſſion, I went to Lady S-, in order to 


be preſent at his Arrival from the Coun- 
try. 


re 


The Fox TunaTE DiscoveRy. 195 


try. Itwas very late in the Evening be- 
fore he came: I felt a ſort of Uneaſineſs 
at ſeeing him.----His features bore ſo 
great a Reſemblance to thoſe of the Pic- 
ture incloſed in the Bracelet, that it ſtruck 
me with Surprize : But as I concluded to 
myſelf, that it was rather the Effe& of 
my Imagination than of any real Reſem- 
blance, it made no farther Impreſſion. 
There ſeemed an Air of ſettled Melan- 
choly in his Countenance. As ſoon as 
the firſt Compliments had been paid, the 
very Sound of his Voice prejudiced me 
in his Favour; and I congratulated my- 


ſelf on the Advice I had given to Lady 
$h---y, who, on preſenting me to Lord 


N---, Here is a young Lady, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 
whoſe Deſerts are greatly above her years. 
Ever fince I have had the Pleaſure of 
knowing her, I have thought myſelf hap- 
py in following her Advice. She has 

K 2 given 
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given me a Piece lately, which includes 
you likewiſe in the Obligation; and I 
believe you will have no Reaſon to com- 
plain that I have made her my Confidant, 


ſince ſhe pleaded in your Behalf, even 
before ſhe knew you. 


This Speech, you may imagine, put 
me 1nto a great deal of Confuſion, which 
was conſiderably increaſed by the Com- 
pliments I received from Lord N--- on 
the Occaſion. I was glad to take this 
Opportunity to make my Excuſes, and 
retire to Lady Drake's. 


The next Morning I received a Card 
from Lady $Sh---y, inviting me to Dinner, 
to meet Lord M. She deſired me to 
come ſoon, that we might have an Op- 
portunity of diſcourſing together, before 
my Lord came : I went as ſhe deſired me, 
but found her quite diſconſolate. Alas, 
my dear Friend, ſaid ſhe, how ſenſibly 

8 I am 
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I am obliged to you for your kind punc- 
tuality! and, indeed, I never was in 
greater want of your Aſſiſtance and Ad- 
vice. You ſaw Lord N--- Yeſterday, 
when I do not doubt but you congratu- 
lated me, in your own Mind, on the hap- 
py Choice I had made; but, alas, my 
Dear, how diſappointed are my Expecta- 
tions! What, Madam, ſaid I, has Lord 
N--- avowed a Change in his Senti- 
ments? No, indeed, replied my Lady, 
I cannot doubt in the leaſt of the Since- 
rity of his Affections; and what he told 
me Yeſterday rather increaſed than dimi- 
niſhed the Eſteem I have for him. Upon 
my preſſing my Lady to tell me the Cauſe 
of her Uneaſineſs, Could you believe it? 
ſaid ſhe, my Lord married in his Youth, 
without the Conſent of his Parents. This 
Contract, however, he wiſhes could be 


made void; not only becauſe it has given 
K 3 Un- 
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Uneaſineſs to his Friends, but likewiſe 
as her Behaviour, he is informed, has 
been extremely blameable during his Ab- 
ſence abroad. He had indeed been told, 
that ſhe was actually dead; but this Re- 


port is now contradicted, and, in his pre- 


ſent uncertain Situation, he is at a loſs 
what to do. 

We continued talking in this Manner 
till Lord M- came in. As ſoon as 
Dinner was over, Lady $h---y, having a 
great Curioſity to know my Lord's Hil- 
tory, took us into a Cloſet, and, having 
ordered herſelf to be denied, deſired my 
Lord to begin his Recital ; which he 
immediately complied with, addreſſing 
himſelf to my Lady. 

The Account, ſaid he, you ſeem fo 
: deſirous of, muſt rather be Matter of 
Concern to me, when I reflect that I my- 
ſelf, in a great meaſure, have been the 

Cauſe 
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Cauſe of all the Misfortunes that have 
befallen me. You may depend upon this, 
however, that I ſhalk deal ſincerely with 
you, and tell the whole Truth, notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch a Confeſſion may ſometimes 


turn out to my Diſadvantage. 

I was about twenty-two Years of Age 
when my Father bought me a Commiſ- 
ſion in the Guards. Soon after I hap- 
pened to be in Company with a young 
Lady of exquiſite Beauty, and lively Un- 
derſtanding; and, as my Father was a 
Man of Family and Fortune, I was very 
well received. Let it be ſufficient to in- 
form you, that after ſome time J grew 
deeply enamoured with the abovemen- 
tioned Lady, and it was not long before 
we were privately married. I muſt own, 
to my Shame, that Matrimony did not 
produce in me the Effect that it ought. 
I was young and giddy, continually on 

K 4 Par- 
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Parties of Pleaſure; and frequented very 


much the Aſſembly of Mrs. D----, whoſe 
Houſe was the Reſort of ſuch People as 
myſelf, who had a good deal of time 
that lay upon their Hands. I uſed now 
and then to gallant it with her Daughter, 
which gave great Offence to a Gentleman 
of Faſhion that was courting her at this 
very time. Notwithſtanding the Affronts 
I continually put upon him, he bore it all 
with wonderful Moderation: And, now 
I come to conſider coolly of my Beha- 
viour, I wiſh I had imitated his Prudence 
and Diſcretion; but I was then young, 
headſtrong, impetuous in my Deſires, 
and without any Experience. I conſi- 
dered the Gentleman's Mildneſs in the 
Light of Contempt; and, in ſhort, I be- 
haved ſo ill to him at laſt, that Mrs. D--- 
_ forbid me the Houſe. I looked upon 
this as the Effect of the Lover's Com- 


plaints ; 


: i 
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plaints ; and thinking myſelf obliged to 
be avenged of both, I wrote a Letter to 
Mrs. D---- in Terms of the higheſt Re- 
ſentment, aſſuring her, at the ſame time, 
that it would not be long before I would 
take ample Vengeance for the Inſult that 
had been put upon me. 

I took care to have my Letter deli- 
vered at a proper time, namely, when 
the Lover was there ; and I had ordered 
the ſame Meſſenger to deliver him a 
Note, in which I defired him to mect 
me with Sword and Piſtol the next Day. 
I had no ſooner done this, but I applauded 
my own Bravery; and accordingly I went 
immediately to the Play, where I imparted 
my Deſign to two or three of my Ac- 
quaintance, who were as giddy as myſelf, 
and who were ſo far from diſſuading me _ 
from my Purpoſe, that they encouraged. 
me in it, 
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We accordingly met the next Day, 
and having fired our Piſtols without any 
Effect, we came to the Sword; when, 
after two or three Paſſes, I ran him thro? 
the Body. I went home immediately to 
make up my Affairs, and having ſettled 
them, as well as the Neceſſity of the 
Caſe would permit, I embarked for Hol- 
land, leaving my Wife with Child, and 
reſolved to go under the feigned Name 
of Amburſt.” | 

I cannot forbear interrupting my Lord's 
Narrative, to obſerve, that I was greatly 
ſurpriſed when I found that this Lord 
N- was the feigned Mr. Anburſt, 
whom Fanm had fo frequently ſpoken to 
me of, and who was in Reality her Huſ- 
band, as will ſhortly appear; tho? 1 ſhall 
wave entering into the Particulars of her 
Story, as the Reader is to remember, 


that theſe are my Memoirs, and not 
Hers. At 
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At the ſame time it may well be ima- 
gined how ſurpriſed I was to hear what 


Lady $Sh---y had told me, that my Lord 


was defirous of nulling the Contract, on 
account of his Wife's irregular Behaviour. 
All this feemed ſo contradictory to the 
virtuous Conduct of my dear Friend, that 
I could not help thinking but that my 
Lord had been impoſed on. I had like 
to have betrayed my Surprize at the 
Mention of the Name of Amhurſt; but 
a Servant luckily at this time coming in, 
to give my Lady an Account of a Meſ- 
ſage that had been ſent her, gave me 
time to recollect myſelf: And as ſoon as 
he was gone away, my Lord continued. 
his Story, which was in Effect no more 
than a Relation of his going to Helland, 


and of the frequent Accounts he had. 


received of his Wite's Miſbehaviour. 
Altho' it was in my Power to have 
6. cleared 
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cleared up this Matter to my Lord's Sa- 
tisfaction, as I imagined, yet I thought ĩt 
more adviſeable to wait for fuller Infor- 
mation from Fanny, who was to come to 


| Town, before I attempted to enter into 


Particulars. I-was now capable of giving 


both my Lord and Fanny, whom I ſhall 
henceforth diſtinguiſh by the Title of 
Lady N---, ſince ſhe was ſo in Fact, equal 
Degrees of Satisfaction, by clearing up 
the Reputation of an injured Wite, and 
giving an Account of a Huſband ſup- 
poſed to have been dead. However, as 
I faid before, I thought proper to defer 
intermeddling in the Affair, which gave 


way to a Diſcovery of an intereſting Na- 


ture to myſelf. As I was ſitting in the 
Room with Lady $h---y and Lord N---, 
and taking a Letter from my Pocket that I 
had received from Lady N---, my Brace- 
let dropt out of it. His Lordihip having 


ran 


ra 


» 
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ran to pick it up, he firſt examined it with 
Attention, and then eagerly inquired how 
I came by it. I innocently told him the 
Method by which it came into my Poſ- 
ſeſſion. He pauſed for a while, and, as 
if recollecting himſelf, took hold of it 
again; and touching a ſecret Spring in it, 
diſcovered the Picture. It is enough, 
ſaid he: Then you have found a Father.“ 
I was io ſtartled at what he ſaid, that for 
a while I was quite loſt in Amazement : 
But recollecting the Manner in which the 
Likeneſs had at firſt ſtruck me, I pre- 
ſently concluded that it muſt be ſo indeed, 
I immediately therefore kneeled down, 
and aſked his Bleſſing. I omit the Par- 
ticulars of a tender Converſation, which 

is rather to be felt than deſcribed. 
Notwithſtanding this Diſcovery, which 
at the ſame time that it awakened 
my Affection in finding Fanny to be 
my 
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my Mother, and flattered my Vanity 


in knowing Lord N---- to be my Fa- 


ther, yet I could not prevail on myſelf to 
relate the Particulars of Lady N--'s Story, 
which was indeed the more unneceſſary, 
as her laſt Letter had informed me that 
ſhe ſhould be in Town very ſpeedily. 
As ſoon as I returned to Lady Drake, I 


was tempted to impart to her the intereſt- 


ing Diſcoveries that had been made, till 
I conſidered, that, in all Probability, I 
ſhould act very imprudently in ſo doing; 
-and that I had not only no Right to com- 
municate a Secret, which in a great mea- 
ſure belonged to ſome one elſe, but that 
there was a Poſſibility that Lord N---'s 
Affection for Lady $b---y, and even Lady 
N--'s Behaviour, tho' I thought it irre- 
proachable, might throw Impediments in 
the way to -the Completion of her Hap- 
pineſs, and that then its being known 


would 
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would be only Matter of Diſgrace. I 
had therefore ſufficient Command over 
myſelf, to tell Lady Drake only as much 
as I thought proper ſhe ſhould know; 
namely, the News of Lady N---'s coming 
to Town in a very ſhort time, My Lady 
was pleaſed to offer me an Apartment in 
her Houſe for her, till ſhe could find out 
another that ſhe liked better; and accord- 
ingly ſhe made her this Offer on the next 
Day, in a Letter which ſhe wrote for that 
Purpoſe, and preſſed it ſo home, that it 
ſeemed very difficult for her to avoid ac- 
cepting it. Theſe previous Steps having 
been taken, I was now quite impatient 
for the time of her Arrival. 

I went every Day to pay my Duty to 
my Father, who thought it proper to keep 
this Diſcovery a Secret as yet, and there- 
fore permitted me to ſtay at Lady Drake's, 

At length the happy and much wiſhed 

| for 
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for Moment arrived; and Lady N--- was 
ſet down at Lady Drake's Door. If the 
new Dreſs in which I ſaw her added no- 
thing to the Charms of her Perſon, yet it 
ſeemed ſo natural to her, that ſhe had 
never appeared ſo amiable in my Eyes. 
Lady Drake apparently ſhared the Joy 
which we felt at the Sight of each other, 
inſomuch that, for ſome time, ſhe did not 

| perceive her Preſence was a Reſtraint to 
us. At length, however, ſhe left us to 
ourſelves; and I may ſay ſhe left me in 
the utmoſt Perplexity, whether I ſhould 
diſcover to her what Lord N--- had ag. 
quainted me with: However, I had ſuf- 
ficient Command over myſelf to deter 
till the next Day an. Account, which 
would have interrupted thoſe tender 
Marks of Endearment which we were 
now mutually beſtowing upon each other. 
On the Morrow, however, pretty early 
in 
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in the Morning, I went into her Apart- 
ment, and told her the whole ; when I 
was at a Loſs to conclude, whether ſhe 
was moſt affected with Tenderneſs towards 
me, (tho' that was an Incident ſhe had 
long known herſelf, ever ſince her Dilco- 
very of the Picture in the Bracelet) or 
with Concern at the Suſpicions that her 
Huſband had of her Conduct. Theſe ſhe 
applied herſelf immediately to remove; 
and thinking it the moſt effectual Method 
to do it rather by Letter than by Word 
of Mouth, ſhe ſet herſelf to write an 
Account of the whole, and gave me the 
Letter to convey to my Lord. I obeyed her 
Commands with the utmoſt Exactneſs; 
but he not being at home, I was obliged 
to defer delivering it till the next Day, 
not caring to intruſt a Letter of ſuch Con- 
ſequence to the Hands of Servants. As 


ſoon as my Lord had read it, he ſeemed 
a good 
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a good deal ſtartled; and, every now and 
then, I perceived the Tears come in his 
Eyes. As to the latter Part of her Con- 
duct, namely, while ſhe was at Mrs, 
Hampden's, I aſſured him, that I had been 
a conſtant Eye-witneſs of it. He ſeemed 
pleaſed with the Earneſtneſs which J 
ſhewed to vindicate her Character; but 
reſuming at length his former Seriouſncſs, 
he told me he ſhould conſider of it. 


Three whole Days paſſed away with- 
out our hearing a Syllable: At length, 
on the fourth, Lady N--- was ſurpriſed by 
a Viſit from my Lord; in which, after 
having related the ſeveral Particulars that 
had befallen them, and cleared up the 
Ohjections which were ſeemingly in the 
Way, they were happily reconciled. This, 


you may be ſure, was an Event not only 
of the higheſt Concern to me, but in 


which likewiſe I actually bore a Share; 
| nud 
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and it is impoſſible to conceive a Meeting 
of greater Aﬀection and Tenderneſs, than 
what paſſed between us all at this time. 
We ſhould perhaps have continued in this 
affecting Situation for a conſiderable Space 


of Time, had we not been interrupted by 
the coming of Lady Drake. This Inci- 


dent, however ſeemingly improper, yet, 


in our preſent Circumſtances, might be 


conſidered as of Service to- us. 
Such tender Scenes as theſe which I 
have juſt been mentioning, when conti- 


nued too long, enervate and weaken the 
Mind, which they were only intended to 


ſooth and ſoften. 


In the Midſt, however, of all this, there 
was a Circumſtance that gave me ſome 
Uneaſineſs, occaſioned by the Promiſe I 
had made to Sir Thomas ; ſince, now that 
I was acknowledged by Parents of Family 
and Fortune, I had. ſufficient Reaſon to 

think 
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think that Mr. Drake's F amily could no 


longer have any Objection to our Mar- 
riage. > 

I had received two Letters from him, 
in which he acquainted me with the Suc- 
ceſs of the Campaign; and I was ter- 
ribly afraid that he would ſpend the Win- 
ter abroad, which would at leaſt be a De- 
lay to the Accompliſhment of my Happi- 
neſs, and which would be farther im- 
peded by the ugly Promiſe beforemen- 
tioned. 

Lady N---, in due time, informed me 
of the Reaſons why ſhe had ſo long con- 
cealed her being my Mother; the prin- 
cipal of which was, that ſhe had been al- 
ready ſufficiently afflicted, without thinking 
of adding to it, during her unhappy Retire- 
ment at Beconsfield: That the imparting 
the Secret to me, would have been no 
Matter of Comfort to her, but only Cauſe 

of 


0 
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of Anxiety to me; and that therefore ſhe 
could by no means bring herſelf to in- 
volve me in her Misfortunes, without any 
other Proſpect than that of increaſing our 
Miſery ; and beſides, that this Secret was 
not wholly hers, and therefore my Lord's 
Conſent was as requiſite as hers, 

I have juſt mentioned theſe Reaſons, to 
obviate Objections which might ariſe in 
the Minds of my Readers, when they 
conſider what a Length of Time it was 
that Lady N--- knew herſelf to be my 
Mother, before ſhe diſcovered it. 


In a few Days after this Diſcovery we 


went into the Country, to my Father's 


Seat; and, at our Return to Town, called 
on Lady Sh---y, who ſeemed as much over- 
Joyed at the Alteration that had taken 
place in my Circumſtances as I was my- 
ſelf, My Father and Mother, who had 
taken the Opportunity of going into the 

Coun- 
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Country to hear a more particular Ac- 
count of each other's Story and of mine, 
all which tended the more plainly to a 
Diſcovery of my being their Daughter, 
were continually careſſing me, and giving 
me undoubted Marks of their mutual 
Tenderneſs. 

I longed for an Opportunity of diſ- 
courſing in private with my Mother 
for I had not yet had time to mention 
many things, that I heartily wiſhed ſhe 
might be made acquainted with. As ſoon 
as I had found an Opportunity of being 
alone with her, My dear Child, ſaid ſhe, 
embracing me tenderly, I have not forgot 
you : I have already acquainted your Fa- 
ther with the Sentiments you entertain in 


favour of Mr. Drake. He knows the 
Obligations vou lay under to his Family, 


and will not therefore be any Hindrance 


to your reaſonable Requeſt. - I have alſo 
| in- 
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informed Lady Drake of the Aﬀair, who 
has the greateſt Affection for you ima- 
ginable ; and if your Happineſs depended 
on her alone, you might look on it as al- 
ready compleated; but ſhe acquainted me, 
that Mr. Gambold (a great Friend of Mr. 
Drake's, whom he appointed to manage 
his Affairs during his Abſence from Eng- 
land) had taken ſome Meaſures to marry 
him to a Lady of Fortune, and that the 
Match was greatly approved of by all his 
Relations ; and that he has wrote to him 
to come over, that it may take place im- 


mediately. 
You may eaſily imagine the Concern 


that this gave me; but my Mother was ſo 
far from being diſpleaſed at it, that ſhe 
did all ſhe could to revive my Hopes, and 
flatter my Expectations. She gave me to 
underſtand, that both my Family and. 
Fortune were, at leaſt, equal to Mr. 

Drake's ; 
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Drake's; that his Conſtancy, which ſhe 
could not ſuppoſe to be at all leſſened 
by his Abſence, would make him diſre- 
gard Steps which had been taken with- 
out his Knowledge. This quieted my 


Fears, and made my Mind more ealy ; 


but gave me at the ſame time an earneſt 
Deſire of putting Mr. Drake's Fidelity to 
a Trial, which I thought could not be 
more effectually done than by concealing 
from him for a time the Alteration that 
had taken place in my Circumſtances. I 
therefore deſired my Mother to requeſt it 
as a Favour of all thoſe who were en- 
truſted with the Secret, not to diſcover it 
to Mr. Drake on his Return. This was 


accordingly done, and punctually com- 


Fo with. 
The next Day Lady Sh - y came to me 


pretty early, and told me, that ſhe ſtood in 


need of my Advice, in an Affair of great 
Im- 
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Importance; no leſs than that of marry- 
ing my Mother's Brother, the Perſon on 
whoſe Account my Mother came to Lon- 
don. I thought proper, in return, to in- 
truſt her with a Secret, which ſhe had hi- 
therto been ignorant of. I therefore began 
with acquainting her with the Paſſion I 
had entertained for Mr. Drake; and ſhe 


ſeemed tranſported with Joy, when I told 


her of the Innocence of our firſt Senti- 
ments for each other. I then proceeded 
to ſhew her the Conſtancy of them, not- 
withſtanding the long Abſence that had 
intervened. She was wholly a Stranger 
both to Mr. Drake's Perſon and Character; 
I therefore drew his Portrait as well as I 
was able, and expatiated upon the feveral 
Qualities that had recommended him to 
my Eſteem : And juſt at the time that I 
was informing her of the ſad Impediments 
that was going to be thrown in our Way, 
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by Mr. Gambold's having found out a 


more proper Match for him, we heard a 


-confuſed Noiſe of Voices without ; and 


ſoon after Lady Drake came into the 


Room, and acquainted us, that her Bro- 


ther-in-Law, Mr. Drake, was returned 
from abroad, and was juſt coming up 


Stairs, I was fo overjoyed, but trembled 
ſo at the ſame time, that, forgetting my- 


ſelf and every one elſe, I made ſome in- 


effectual Attempts to go and meet him; 
but her Ladyſhip, perceiving my Inten- 


tention, prevented me, alledging, that as 


neither Lord nor Lady N---- were pre- 


ſent, it was not proper I ſhould ſhew my- 
ſelf; beſides that, I knew the Requeſt 


that had been made. She therefore de- 
fired I would ſtep into the adjoining Clo- 


ſet : I complied, and Lady $h--y conſented 


to go with me. 


Lady Drake had hardly time to order 
| one 
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one of her Servants to go to Mr. Gam- 
bold, to beg the Favour of his Company, 
when I heard the Sound of that Voice 
which was ſo dear to me, and which ſo 
long an Abſence could not make me miſ- 
taken 1n. 

I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe the S1- 
tuation I was in, ſince it is beyond all De- 
{cription. For {ome time I was unable to 


give any Attention to what was paſling in 


the other Room; but recollecting myſelf 


after ſome time, I found that Lady Drake 


was telling him of the Steps that Mr. 
Gambold had taken for his Settlement, 
For, continued ſhe, I can never think, 
Brother, that your Paſſion for Miſs Polly 
would ever induce you to do any thing 
diſhonourable, or unworthy of your Birth, 
You are ſenſible, I dare ſay, that your 
Friends would never give their Conſent to 
your marrying a Girl neither af Family 


1 nor 


— ENNIS 
o "OR — | r ” a tum” * — — —— * 2 = - 
9 I _— o 
7 * = ISL I = Fir > = — 8 . 
V . = 


PR. # 4 4-15 oy —_— 4+ 
— Fa. U—ꝓ̃ 2 "af —— 


* 


220 The Fog rTrUuN ATE Dis covERx. 


nor Fortune. Alas! Madam, replyed 
he, I ſee every one is againſt me. Even 
you, whom I thought to be her moſt in- 
timate Friend, at whoſe Houſe I expected 
to have found her, even you have ſuffered 
yourſelf to conſent and give Countenance 
to the ambitious Views. of my Family; 
and you have, no doubt, approved of the 
Concealment, or perhaps of the intire 


Doſs, of the only Perſon whom I do or 


can poſſibly love. However, let not my 


Relations flatter themſelves, nor do you, 
Madam, imagine, that I will ever ſeparate 
myſelf —— He had not time to make 
an End of what he was ſaying, when Lord 
and Lady N--- came in. Lady Drake in- 
troduced her Brother to them ; and as ſhe 


was, in all Probability, as impatient as 


myſelf to put an End to the Embarraſſ- 
ment in which the young Gentleman was 
reduced to, ſhe opened the Cloſet-door : 
But 
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But while this was doing, my Mother 
preſented herſelf to Mr. Drake, and ſaid, 
Permit Miſs Fanny, for whom you for- 
merly had a Regard, to detain you a Mo- 
ment. Miſs Fanny! ſaid he. He had 
ſcarce pronounced theſe Words, when in 
came Lady S-, leading me by the Hand, 
trembling. to ſuch a Degree, that I 
could ſcarce ſupport myſelf. Alas, my 
dear Sir, ſaid I, come and acknowledge 
your Polly, that was once dear to you. 
Polly! ſaid he, quite tranſported, Is it 
you, indeed? He felt ſo violent an 
Emotion, that it prevented him from 
ſaying any more. His Siſter would fain 
have given him an Account of the Me- 
thod by which I had diſcovered my Pa- 
rents. No, my Dear, ſaid he to me, 1 
have never made the leaſt Doubt of it. 


What Occaſion is there, then, for ſaying 


what my Heart has told me a thouſand 
times 
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times before. If I ever preſumed to 
think myſelf worthy of you, it was my 
Affection alone that encouraged me in 
that Preſumption. I am now in Sight of 
the maſt exalted Happineſs: It is you 
only who can put me in Poſſeſſion of it, 
and for which my whole Life ſhall be one 
continued Return of Sincerity and Af. 
fection. 

Such generous Sentiments melted me 
into Tears; but Tears of Joy they were, 


to find myſelf ſo firmly beloved by him 
of whom I the moſt wiſhed it, We con- 


tinued ſome time in this pleaſing Situa- 
tion; nor ſhould we have known any 
thing of the Arrival of Mr. Cambold, had 


not a Servant come in, and acquainted us 


with it. He ſeemed, for ſome time, quite 
loſt in Aſtoniſhment; for he knew me 
again immediately, tho' he had not ſeen 


me ſince I had left the Colonels. But if 


he 
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he was ſurpriſed, he was no leſs diſpleaſed, 
on ſeeing Mr. Drake kneeling before me, 
before ſuch a numerous Company, and 
eſpecially before Lady Drake. However, 
Mr. Drake, at my Deſire, went up to him 
immediately, and made his Excuſes for 
not having acquainted him ſooner with 
his Return; and my Lady gave him an 
Account of the happy Diſcovery, which 
proved a Juſtification, ſhe ſaid, of Mr. 
Drake's Affection for me; and convinced 
her, that, let the Perſon be who ſhe 
would that he had pitched upon for her 
Brother, it was ſcarcely poſſible that it 


could be a more advantageous Match. 


Altho' Mr. Gambold ſeemed to have 
fortified himſelf againſt our Tears at firit, 
yet at laſt he gave way to them, nor could 
he refrain himſelf. He entered as hearti- 
ly into the Match, as he had before op- 
poſed it. Nay, he went ſo far as to take 


upon 
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upon himſelf the drawing up of the Ar- 
ticles. Lady $h----y alſo determined to 


give her Hand to Mr. Anburſt, my 


Uncle. | 

In as little a while after as the Lawyers 
would permit, my Happineſs was com- 
pleated. After my Marriage, I continued 
with my Siſter-in-Law, Lady Drake, till 
my Father and Mother had taken a 
Houſe. Mr. Drake permitted me to take 
Mrs. Duncombe as my Woman, and he 
made her Huſband his Gentleman out of 
Livery. He alſo ſent for Mrs. Fletcher 
from Powderham-caſtle, to be my Houſe- 
keeper. Theſe ſeveral Steps, which 
were ſo agreeable to me, confirmed and 
ſtrengthened the Pleaſure that I felt; and 
as every Day was ſpent in ſtudying what 
my Huſband approved of, ſo each Day 
brought with it ſucceſſive Delights. 
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